Laboratory Testing for Lead and Copper

Laboratory Name ‘ Adress Phone Number Price
Main Lab - 410 Hillside |\ ) o _800-273-8901
Garden State Ave, Hillside, NJ 07205
. Jersey Shore Lab- 609- $100
Laboratory Jersey Shore Lab- 54 Main 698-0199
St, Waretown, NJ 08758
Vineland
Environmental 7825 Brewster Rd, 856-692-6800 $135
. Vineland, NJ 08361
Laboratories LLC
York Analyt.lcal 2161 Wh|teSV|lle Rd, Toms 239.914-1515 $250 fee + $30
Laboratories River, NJ 08755 sampling
- . $70
. 812 Silvia St, Ewing
Pace Analytical Township, NJ 08628 609-737-3477 Have to drop
off at lab
4077 South Black Horse Pike
south Jersey Water | \yilliamstown, NJ 08094 856-875-3506 Need to call for
Test pricing

Where Can | Find More Information?

Please use the following link https://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/dwc-lead-consumer.html to be
directed to the NJ.gov website for more information and educational material pertaining to lead in
drinking water.

Steps to Reduce Exposure from Lead in Drinking Water

Exposure to lead at any level can be associated with adverse health effects. Therefore, consider taking
the following steps to reduce your exposure to lead in drinking water.

1. Determine if you have lead service line or interior lead plumbing or solder.

Property owners are encouraged to check their portion of the service lines for lead and to contact their
water system if a lead service line is identified. If your home/building was constructed prior to 1988, it is
also important to determine if interior lead solder or lead pipes are present. You can check yourself, hire
a licensed plumber, or check with your landlord.

2. Replace plumbing fixtures and service lines containing lead. If there is a lead service line, replace it in
full, from main to home. Contact your water system prior to replacing the lead service line on your
property.

Replace brass faucets, fittings, and valves that do not meet the current definition of “lead free.” The
current definition went into effect January 4, 2014; therefore, any “lead free” plumbing materials


https://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/dwc-lead-consumer.html

purchased and/or installed prior to that date should be discarded or replaced. Visit the NSF website at
www.nsf.org to learn more about lead-containing plumbing fixtures.

3. Run the cold water to flush out lead. Let the water run from the tap before using it for drinking or
cooking any time the water in the faucet has gone unused for more than six hours. The longer the water
resides in plumbing the more lead it contains. Flushing the tap means running the cold water faucet for
about 15 to 30 seconds. Although toilet flushing or showering flushes water through a portion of the
plumbing system, you still need to flush the water in each faucet before using it for drinking or cooking.
Flushing tap water is a simple and inexpensive measure you can take to protect your health. It usually
uses less than one gallon of water. For those with lead service lines or until you determine if you are
served by one, let the water run from the tap longer based on the length of the lead service line and
the plumbing configuration in your home. In other words, the larger the home or building and the
greater the distance to the water main (in the street), the more water it will take to flush properly.

4. Use cold water for cooking and preparing baby formula. Because lead from lead-containing plumbing
materials and pipes can dissolve into hot water more easily than cold water, never drink, cook, or
prepare beverages including baby formula using hot water from the tap. If you have not had your water
sampled or if you know or suspect you have a lead service line it is recommended that bottled or filtered
water be used for drinking and preparing baby formula. If you need hot water, draw water from the cold
tap and then heat it.

5. Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce lead.

6. Use alternative sources or treatment of water. If there is confirmed or suspected lead-containing
materials, such as lead service lines and/or interior lead plumbing or lead solder, in your home or
building, you may consider purchasing bottled water or a water filter. Be sure the filter is approved to
reduce lead or contact NSF International at 1-800-NSF-8010 or www.nsf.org for information on
performance standards for water filters. Be sure to maintain and replace a filter device in accordance
with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Water softeners and reverse osmosis units will remove lead from water but can also make the water
more corrosive to lead solder and plumbing by removing certain minerals; therefore, the installation of
these treatment units at the point of entry into homes with lead plumbing should only be done under
supervision of a qualified water treatment professional.

7. Remove and clean aerators/screens on plumbing fixtures. Over time, particles and sediment can
collect in the aerator screen. Regularly remove and clean aerators screens located at the tip of faucets
and remove any particles.

8. Test your water for lead. Testing is essential because you cannot see, taste, or smell lead in drinking
water. The DEP DataMiner Tool can be used for assistance in locating a certified laboratory for lead
analysis in drinking water.

9. Get your child tested. Contact your local health department or healthcare provider to find out how
you can get your child tested for lead if you are concerned about lead exposure. Your family doctor or
pediatrician can perform a blood test for lead and provide you with information about the health effects
of lead. Wash your children’s hands and toys often as they can come into contact with dirt and dust
containing lead. New Jersey law requires that children be screened at both 1 and 2 years of age. Children
3 to 5 years of age should also be screened if they have not been screened before.



http://www.nsf.org/
http://www.nsf.org/
https://njems.nj.gov/DataMiner/Search/SearchByCategory?isExternal=y&getCategory=y&catName=Certified+Laboratories

