         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

OCTOBER 24, 2018
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, October 24, 2018 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
             

John Nystedt
            Absent
Marge Howley
Present
            Kevin Murphy

Absent
Renee Papaneri           Present

Jim Rhodes                 Present
Dave Mullins
            Present

Betty Brookes

Present
AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS
No adjustments.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve the minutes from the September 26, 2018 meeting.  Renee Papaneri seconded.   Minutes approved.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Andrew Levecchia attended the meeting to discuss and spread awareness of the Newton Union Cemetery located at Lynne and Collins Avenue next to the Champion School.   Mr. Levecchia explained that the new graves are marked but the older graves dating back to 1684 (Quaker) closer to the road are not marked.  The cemetery was approved in July as historic by the veterans.  In the spring 2019 the property will be recognized by the National Parks Services.  The Township’s Department of Public Works maintains the 
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grounds.   Mr. Levecchia wants to make sure trees are not planted over graves.  Due to how remains were buried and movement in the ground, it is difficult to determine location.  Grant funds are being applied for to add signage describing the cemetery’s history.
BUSINESS
Key Engineers:  Greg Evans from Key Engineers attended the meeting to discuss the construction project on Avondale Avenue and the mitigation trees on Bradley Avenue.   A total of nine trees were purchased by contractor to be planted on Bradley Avenue.  Renee Papaneri will mark locations for new trees.
Greg explained the road construction project on Avondale Avenue is being funded through New Jersey DOT.  At the current time, Avondale Avenue is a County Road and the County is involved in the project.  Greg explained that Avondale Avenue is flat and the grading will be an issue.   Greg presented pictures of existing trees on Avondale that have overgrown their planting strip.   Some of the trees have caused the sidewalks to be lifted and have grown over the curb lifting the street.  Renee and Chris agreed to meet at the location to determine which trees could be removed for the reconstruction of Avondale Avenue.
Spring 2019 and 2020 Spring Plantings:  Marge Howley discussed the choice of using two vendors to provide trees for the 2019 spring planting.   By using two vendors a larger selection of species will be used.  There is an irrigation system in the curb strip at 200 Fern Avenue.   Marge will write a letter to the resident and have the letter signed by the resident that the vendor planting the tree is not responsible for damage to irrigation system.
Fall Planting 2018 Crystal Lake Pool and BID:  Tabled
Insurance Reimbursements:  Dave Mullins volunteered to look into the insurance claims.

County Roads Tree/Ordinance:  Tabled
Stump Removal:  Frank’s Stump Removal will be grinding 51 stumps in Haddon Township this fall.
Assessment Form Revisions:   Tabled
Pruning:  Tabled 
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CEU’s:  Marge and Renee attended the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation and completed 4 CEU’s each.   Chris is working on having a lecture at one of the Shade Tree Commission meetings in 2019 on Molds and Fungi identification.
E-Blasts:  Various topics including climate change, planting the right tree in the right place and the spotted lanternfly were discussed to be added in e-blasts.   Jim Rhodes will work with Renee on e-blasts.
Enforcement/Violation :  Tabled
CSIP:   Dave Mullins has volunteer to take over completing the Annual Accomplishment Report and Tree City report for 2019.  He will research and apply for grants for the commission. He will also manage the Community Forestry Management Plan with updates and goals of the Shade Tree Commission for the next renewal in 2022.
MEMBER COMMENTS
No comments
ADJOURNMENT
Renee motioned to adjourn the regular meeting, Dave seconded.   Meeting adjourned.
