         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

JANUARY 25, 2018
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, January 25, 2018 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

NEW COMMISSIONER
James (Jim) Rhodes was sworn in as Shade Tree Commissioner.
FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Marge Howley
Present
            Kevin Murphy

Absent
Renee Papaneri           Present

Jim Rhodes                 Present

Betty Brookes

Present
AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS
Marge Howley wants to discuss changing format of meeting to include a working session. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Dave Mullins, Haddon Township resident, attended the meeting with an interest to become a commissioner on the Shade Tree Commission.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve the minutes from the October 26, 2017 meeting.  Renee seconded.   Minutes approved.
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Minutes

January 24, 2018

BUSINESS
2018 Planting:  Marge briefed the new commissioner, Jim Rhodes, and guest, Dave Mullins, about the Township goals of planting 100 trees per year.   Marge informed the commission that the 2020 list is complete.   Dave asked about funding.   Chris Squazzo explained the Shade Tree Commission has received grants and the township budgets funding for trees. Chris briefly discussed planting requirements and the denial of removal of healthy trees.   Chris also explained if a tree is removed without permission from the Shade Tree Commission fines are issued through Haddon Township.   Marge explained the planting process of locations, list of desired trees, whether there are overhead wires, curb width and requesting quotes for trees and a contractor to plant the trees.  Marge explained she uses the Shade Tree Commission approved list of trees.   The selection of trees is based on availability and cost.   A letter is mailed to all the locations where trees will be planted.   The resident is given the option to refuse the tree.  This year 114 trees will be purchased from Fernbrook Nursery.   New Jersey Tree Foundation (non-profit) will plant the trees.
The Shade Tree Commissioners will be collecting the gator bags used form last year’s planting.  

CFMP:  Bill Brash, who was awarded Arborist of the Year, will be completing the Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP) for Haddon Township.  Chris will arrange for Bill to attend the next meeting to review the CFMP.                                                                                                            
Insurance Reimbursements:  Tabled
County Roads Tree/Ordinance:  Tabled
Stump/Pruning:  An outside contractor will be removing an additional 50 stumps in the spring 2018.  
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB):  The EAB infests white ash trees.   Chris wants to identify the healthiest and largest ash trees in Haddon Township and request funding to treat the identified trees.
Door Tags:   The new doors tags have been distributed to commissioners.

Green Event:  The Green Event will be held on Saturday, April 21st from 10 am to 2 pm.  Representatives from the Shade Tree Commission will be present.
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CEU’S:   The Shade Tree Commission needs a total of 8 CEU’s every year.  PSE&G offers a free Tree Identification Class.  Renee Papaneri will contact Lisa Simms to find out when the classes are offered.
Facebook/E-blasts:  Marge offered to follow-up with information on the Emerald Ash borer.

Enforcement/Violation Updates:  709 Coldspring- the violation of the Shade Tree Ordinance has been resolved and two new trees were planted.  318 Westmont Avenue - 2 new trees will be planted in the spring.
Sustainable:  Tabled

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Ryan Linhart attended the meeting to see if there was a project he could complete for the Shade Tree Commission for a graduate school assignment.  A discussion ensued about the possibilities of starting a tree inventory using Hopeworks or I-tree.   Jim Rhodes discussed the program, Gov Pilot, that is used by Camden County.   Ryan will discuss possible projects with Jim.
MEMBER COMMENTS
Marge Howley recommended changing the meetings to a working meeting. Chris will change the meeting to a working meeting at the next Shade Tree Commission meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
Marge motioned to adjourn the meeting, Renee seconded.   Meeting adjourned.
