         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

APRIL 25, 2018
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, April 25, 2018 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Marge Howley
Present
            Kevin Murphy

Absent - Excused
Renee Papaneri           Present

Jim Rhodes                 Present

Betty Brookes

Present
AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS
No changes.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Virginia Bernier from 210 W. Cuthbert Boulevard attended the meeting to request a tree.   The commission explained the process of planting and tree selection.   Ms. Bernier will also share the information with her neighbor.
Dave Mullins was also in attendance at the meeting.   Dave will be joining the commission in May.

MINUTES
Chris Squazzo motioned to approve the minutes from the March 28, 2018 meeting.  Jim Rhodes seconded.   Minutes approved.
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BUSINESS
2018 Planting:  The 2018 tree planting is completed.  Marge Howley, project manager, reported 100 trees were planted through the budget, 14 mitigation trees and an additional 13 small trees purchased from Lowe’s were planted.  This year 20 trees had to be relocated because the space in the curb strip was not adequate.  An additional 32 trees were declined by homeowners.   To remedied this situation Marge has changed the deadlines for the 2019 planting.  Letters to homeowners who are designated to have a tree planted will be mailed in mid-June 2018.  Marge requested all locations be checked by June.   The quotes to nurseries will be requested by the end of August.  The trees from nurseries are either in containers or ball and burlap (B&B).   The container trees are easier to plant.
Insurance Reimbursements:  Tabled
County Roads Tree/Ordinance:  Tabled
Stump/Pruning:  Frank’s Stump Removal completed 50 stumps.  Chris will contact Mayor Teague requesting funding to have an additional 50 stumps completed through an outside vendor.
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB):  Chris Squazzo has been gathering data on locations of ash trees in Haddon Township.  This topic will be added to the Shade Tree Commission work session in May.
Green Event:  Jim Rhodes commented that there was good turnout at the Green Event on April 21st.   Jim reported a half of dozen residents signed up for new trees and a dozen seedlings were distributed.
CEU’S:   There are free seminars given on “Right Tree Right Place” throughout the year.  The commission needs 8 CEU’s every year from at least two commissioners.   Chris is researching to find a class on fungi.  Chris will also make sure that it will be pre-approved by the state.  
Facebook/E-blasts:  Chris has not submitted his article on weed whacking.  Jim is working on an article about memorial trees.   A discussion took place on where trees could be planted and where a plaque could be placed.
Enforcement/Violation Updates:  Betty Band will follow-up on the new tree to be planted at 318 Westmont Avenue.   
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Crystal Lake Pool and BID Tree Wells:  New trees need to be planted at the Crystal Lake Pool in the Fall.   The BID also needs to remedy the issue with the concrete tree wells on Haddon Avenue so that new trees can be planted in the Fall.
Grant:  Tabled to 2019

MEMBER COMMENTS
Chris discussed that the minimum size of sidewalks is now 30 inches.   Chris suggested that if this was the new requirement for sidewalks it would increase the size of the curb strip for planting new trees.

Renee stated that the Haddon Township Environmental Commission is moving forward on Sustainable New Jersey.  She said Chris Martin from the HTEC is following up on Sustainable New Jersey.
ADJOURNMENT
Jim Rhodes motioned to adjourn the regular meeting, Renee seconded.   Meeting adjourned.
WORK SESSION
Chris motioned to reopen the meeting for the work session.   Renee seconded.   Meeting opened to work session.

Community Management Forestry Plan:  The fourth draft copy was reviewed by commissioners.  There are formatting issues, names and titles and wording of the document need to be corrected.  Chris will email the changes to Bill Brash.
Tree Inventory:  Jim Rhodes gave a presentation of Gov Pilot.  Gov Pilot can be used to create a tree inventory for the Township and the program is free through Camden County.  

Chris motioned to adjourn the work session.   Renee seconded.   Meeting adjourned.
