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Frequently Asked Questions – Street Trees  (3/22/2015)
What are some of the benefits of street trees?

Trees give beauty and charm to neighborhoods, can increase property values by 10-15%, and can encourage local businesses. Street trees provide shade from the hot rays of the sun; in summer the temperature is several degrees cooler under the shade of a tree!  Trees help filter dust and pollution from the air; reduce flooding from storm water runoff; muffle noise; provide habitat for wildlife; sequester carbon; and provide oxygen.  

Who owns the street trees?

Haddon Township owns the street trees, and the Shade Tree Commission has jurisdiction over them.
What is a street tree?

A street tree is a tree whose trunk is located between the sidewalk and the curb.  If there’s no sidewalk, it’s a tree whose trunk is near the street but outside of the property line (in the street right-of-way).  
Who is responsible for street trees?

Haddon Township Shade Tree Commission manages all street trees (as well as some park trees) and oversees planting, pruning and removing street trees.  The work is often done by the Department of Public Works or contractors hired by the Shade Tree Commission; it may also be done by residents or by their contractors, with a permit.

Who do I call to get a street tree planted by the Township?

Call the Shade Tree Commission at 856.854.1176 ext. 6274, or send an email to them at shadetrees@haddontwp.com.
How long does it take to get a street tree planted?

The wait to get a street tree planted can be up to one year or more, depending on resources.  The Shade Tree Commission plants trees in spring and fall.  The Commission chooses locations based on the wait list as well as Commission review of streets needing trees.

Who chooses the street tree?

The resident can request a particular species, but the Commission makes the final determination.  There are many factors that go into choosing a street tree: the Commission chooses a variety of species so that they don’t create a monoculture; they look at factors such as planting strip width and overhead wires which help determine whether the trees should be small, medium or large. 
What happens when the tree is planted?
First the utilities are marked out, then the tree location is finalized.  A large hole is dug for the street tree, the tree is installed, soil is replaced around the root ball (without burying the trunk), and then a soil “saucer” is installed around the tree to hold water.  Mulch is installed around the tree, keeping mulch away from the trunk; sometimes trunk protection and watering bags are installed. 
What can I do to help care for a new street tree in front of my house?

Residents should water their young street trees with 15-20 gallons of water each week in spring through fall, except during rainy weather.  Trees need a few months of this care, especially during hot, dry weather.  Be careful with lawn mowers and car doors which can damage the protective bark. After a year, if there is trunk protection or a watering bag still on the tree, please contact the Commission so they can remove and re-use them.  After a year or two, residents may remove the soil saucer and install new mulch.
Can I buy and plant my own tree?

Yes, with a permit from the Haddon Township Shade Tree Commission.  The tree species needs to be chosen from the Approved Street Tree List following guidelines for planting strip width and overhead wires.  When a resident is ready to plant and has an approved permit, they must contact the New Jersey One Call to get the underground utilities marked out.  After the mark-out is completed, planting can proceed. It’s best to install trees at least ten feet away from underground utilities.  
Will the Shade Tree Commission remove a tree I don’t like?

No.  The Commission does not approve removal of trees because people don’t like them.
What do I do if a tree has dead branches or appears to be dying?

Contact the Shade Tree Commission.  The Commission will review the tree and determine if it needs pruning or removal.  They will rate the tree, and the Department of Public Works will then address pruning and removals using the ratings as a guideline so the higher priority trees get worked on first.
Can I remove a tree in front of my house?
Not without a permit.  The tree is owned by the Township, so first contact the Shade Tree Commission and fill out the permit request.  The Commission will review the tree and if removal is approved, then residents may remove it (or ask the Township to remove it).  After a tree is cut down, the stump below-ground must be removed (usually with a machine called a stump grinder).  Fines can be levied for unlawful tree removal.
Can I prune a tree in front of my house?
Residents (or contractors they hire) are allowed to prune trees after signing the Tree Pruning Permit and following guidelines of that permit.  Pruning of large roots for construction purposes should only be done by qualified professionals with consideration of the structural root system (large roots keep the tree from tipping over), and referring to the Sidewalk Repair/Replacement Guidelines brochure from the Shade Tree Commission.  Fines can be levied for tree damage and unlawful tree pruning.
Do permits cost anything? 

No. 
What if a tree is breaking up my sidewalk?

If a street tree is breaking up the sidewalk, the Commission will come out to look at it if requested.  The Commission will make a decision on the tree on a case-by-case basis according to the condition of the tree and what’s going on around it.  Often the solution is for the property owner to replace the paving.

Refer to the Sidewalk Repair/Replacement Guidelines brochure from the Shade Tree Commission.
Can I hug a street tree?

Yes.
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