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by Zach DeRitis
Haddon Township resi-

dent Pat Seidman had some 
questions about the DyDee 
redevelopment and called 
on Mayor Randy Teague for 
some clarity. That resulted 
in Sunday’s informal back-
yard gathering at Seidman’s 
home. Residents were invited 
to come and share their 
thoughts and concerns with 
the mayor informally. 

“This is a unique oppor-
tunity,” said Seidman who 
stressed to the crowd that it 
was not a municipal meet-
ing but rather a “meeting in 
my back yard of new friends 
and old friends and it is an 
opportunity to exchange 
ideas. There is nothing illegal, 
immoral or fattening about 
doing this.”

Neighbors came with lawn chairs and inquiries as Teague 
delivered a rundown of the DyDee situation, including its 
history and the township’s current status with the redevel-
opment project. He said the informal gathering is a great 
way for him to reach out to the community and have their 
questions answered as well as clear up any misconceptions. 
“I don’t see this as inappropriate in anyway. I think this is a 
good thing,” he said.

“The reason why Pat thought this was a good idea, and I 
agreed with her, is because there’s a lot of miscommunica-
tion and not good information that’s out there and this is a 
forum where I can discuss this with a whole lot of people as 
opposed to one or two people here or there and I can discuss 
the facts,” said Teague. “People can ask questions as they 
can at our meetings. Every third and fourth Tuesday every 
month and they can come and ask whatever they want.”

Teague told the story of the DyDee redevelopment going 
all the way back some 15 years. An hour-long question and 
answer session followed. Some sought clarity but others 
had concerns  about building an apartment complex on the 
site and suggested other uses.

Many were concerned about the number of children that 
would be living at the complex while others commented 

on potential traffic problems on Haddon Ave. Doug Kelly, 
owner of Blue hair salon on Haddon Ave., said that neither 
site plan is designed for full-sized families but rather for 
young couples or professionals who want to live in a com-
muter village that is accessible to the PATCO speedline and 
Philadelphia. Those in attendance discussed, at length, the 
necessity of further communication on the issue with resi-
dents.

Kelly, suggested having similar backyard forums in the 
future. “One of the things we had talked about was that this 
is a great idea,” said Kelly. “We said that if it went well, we 
would do it again next week in another part of town.”

More than one person cited concern over rumors about 
the development being spread on social media. In light of 
this, Teague suggested that people try to make it out to the 
monthly public meetings. “We have meetings every third 
and fourth Tuesdays, everybody is welcome to attend and 
ask questions. Please don’t feel intimidated,” said Teague. 

He added that local media outlets, including The Retro-
spect, publish information whenever the DyDee project is 
brought up in public meetings but noted that people may 
be getting confused by erroneous information posted on 
social media sites.

Haddon Twp. Residents ‘Meet the Mayor’ 
to Talk DyDee Redevelopment 

NEIGHBORLY TALK ABOUT PROJECT: Haddon Township mayor Randy Teague talked at 
length with residents last Sunday about the checkered and long history of the DyDee redevelopment 
area. He said the talk is part of an effort to get accurate information to residents.
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