 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD JULY 24, 2012
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, July 24, 2012, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague



Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson, Ed Toussaint, Lee Palo, Martin Blaskey, Kate Burns, and Darlene Alfonsi were also present.

Mayor Teague moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 26, 2012 be approved, with both members voting in the affirmative.
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Mayor Teague that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on July 17, 2012 be approved, with both members voting in the affirmative.  
ORDINANCES:
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1296 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 189 OF THE CODE OF THETOWNSHIP OF HADDON, ENTITLED “RENT CONTROL” AND AMENDING CHAPTER 111, ENTITLED “FEES”

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
Tom Cassel, 1017 Belmont Avenue – Mr. Cassel inquired as to Section 178-7 B (1) and the meaning of “for the first time?”  Stuart Platt, Esq. responded that for the first times means if it was never subjected to rent control then it wouldn’t be now.  Mr. Cassel also asked what is the magic on a 4% cap on rent if we go into a hyperinflation. He inquired to where solar panels were addressed in this ordinance.  Mr. Cassel feels that this ordinance does not include encouragement to landlords to fix up their properties.  He asked what mechanisms the town has in place to track decreases.  Mayor stated this ordinance does not encompass new developments.
There being no further discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1297 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SALARIES TO BE PAID TO THE EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING THE VARIOUS POSITIONS, AMOUNTS OF SALARY AND TIME OF PAYMENT
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 28, 2012, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.


ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye
                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1298 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF CAPITAL EQUIPMENT IN AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $1,300,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $1,054,500; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
Tom Cassel, 1017 Belmont Avenue – Mr. Cassel inquired as to the changes to the Township’s over-all debt in the last two years.  Mr. Cassel went on the website and from 2009 to 2011 the Township increased its’ debt to $800,000.  He wanted to know if we plan on increasing debt this year instead of increasing taxes.  Mayor Teague stated that Township needs a lot of infrastructure work done and they are trying to take care of those issues.  Jim Stevenson stated that the auditor provides the Township with the numbers for the Capital Budget and then the Township backs into those numbers.
There being no further discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1299 – BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING VARIOUS WATER AND 

SEWER IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF 

$750,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY IN THE 

AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $750,000; MAKING 

CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING 

CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

FOREGOING

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye
#1300 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A NEW CHAPTER 187 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON ENTITLED “PROPERTY, REHABILITATION OF ABANDONED”
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 28, 2012, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.


ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye
                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye

RESOLUTIONS  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that Resolution #2012-135, Appointment of Municipal Court Judge be discussed and voted on separately, with all members affirmatively concurring.
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:

#2012-113 - Bill Resolution

#2012-114 - Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and 

                    Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

#2012-115 – Amend Shared Services Agreement with Camden County for Access to the 

                     County’s Armored Vehicle

#2012-116 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 26 E. Oakland for May 2012

#2012-117 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 26 E. Oakland for June 2012

#2012-118 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 451 E. Melrose Avenue

#2012-119 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 120 Delaware Avenue for May 2012

#2012-120 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 120 Delaware Avenue for June 2012

#2012-121 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 101 Washington Avenue

#2012-122 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 31 E. Greenwood Avenue

#2012-123 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 9 Cooper Street for May 2012

#2012-124 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 9 Cooper Street for June 2012

#2012-125 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maintenance on 1217 Grant Avenue

#2012-126 – Authorizing the Tax Collector to Adjust Taxes for a 100% Disabled Vet

#2012-127 – Waive Fees for Camden County Dept. of Parks

#2012-128 – Refund of Swim Team Fees

#2012-129 – Adoption of YR 34 Community Development Grant Agreement

#2012-130 – Appointment of Brian Seltzer to the Housing Authority

#2012-131 – Shared Service Agreement with the Borough of Audubon Park for the 

                     Restoration of the Embankment along Peter’s Creek

#2012-132 – Municipal Alliance Grant for 2013

#2012-133 – Appointment of Ryan H. Sheppard as Fire Inspector

#2012-134 - Certification of the Corrective Action Plan for Audit Year Ending 2011

#2012-136 – Award the 2012 Street Improvement Program to Curbcon, Inc.

After a brief discussion on the individuals that submitted Requests for Qualifications for the position of Municipal Court Judge with specific attention to Robert Gleaner, Commissioner Dougherty made a motion that Robert Gleaner be appointed based on the current annual salary of $15,000 and the Haddon Township Municipal Court schedule remaining the same, seconded by Commissioner Foley, with all members voting in the affirmative.

#2012-135 Appointment of Municipal Court Judge – Robert Gleaner

OTHER BUSINESS
The following items were presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:

· Raffle License #RA:15-2012 Santa Maria Council #1443
REPORTS:

The following reports for June 2012 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 

There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

Inez Korff, 28 E. Albertson Avenue – Ms. Korff represents a local collective of artists, professionals and educators that have been meeting for some months to discuss the establishment of a local arts collective or cooperative.  They recently became aware of the properties on Highland Avenue.  They prepared a document for the establishment of a creative arts center.  Mayor Teague pointed out to Ms. Korff that the area she is referring to is slated for redevelopment.  Mayor Teague requested that Kate Burns assist Ms. Korff is finding another location.
Tom Cassel, 1017 Belmont – Mr. Cassel inquired if any of the individuals that submitted RFQs donated to the Mayor and Commissioners’ campaign when they ran for office.  He read finding 2011-2 on the Corrective Action Plan.  Commissioner Foley responded that the audit finding alluded to the fact that the audit uncovered this incident.  This is not true – the Mayor and Commissioners brought this incident to the attention of the auditor.  Mr. Cassel believes that the Mayor and Commissioners should have brought this incident to the forefront of the public back when it took place and not a year later.  Mr. Cassel feels like his trust in the public officials has been shaken.  Mr. Cassel feels that there were a number of breakdowns even though he feels the controls are probably in place now.
Ed Roman, 104 Hazel Avenue – Mr. Roman inquired as to who is responsible for pension enrollment in Haddon Township.  He read an article about professionals being in the pension that do not belong in the pension and Haddon Township was named.  Mayor Teague responded that there was a change in legislation in 2007 and the township’s public defender was approved to go into the pension.  We were notified by the comptroller and presented with a test to analyze whether the public defender should or shouldn’t be in the pension.  We are still waiting for the State Comptroller to remove him.   Mr. Roman asked if the Arbor Day trees that were planted, if the resident’s were able to give approval.  Mayor Teague responded that the Shade Tree Commission’s Policy is to send a letter to the resident where the trees are to be planted and if the resident refuses then the trees would not be planted in that area.
Allen Hauss – Mr. Hauss President of Friends of Westmont Theatre with an address on Briarwood Avenue reported that they are not trying to get the Township to spend tax payer money to restore the Westmont Theater.  The Friends think it is important that people realize that it is a true historic building.  It is the last remaining Vaudeville Theatre in Camden County.  Their primary objective is to bring life to the downtown area.
Mary Berko, 445 W. Crystal Lake Avenue – Ms. Berko feels that Haddon Township is close to the Metropolitan Area whereas the other towns with theatres that Mr. Hauss mentioned are not, such as Pitman and Vineland.  Ms. Berko inquired as to where you can get someone to come in and spend that type of money to restore the Westmont Theatre.  Ms. Berko inquired as to Fieldstone’s Financial Position regarding the Dydee Redevelopment Area.
Bill Brahms, 305 Briarwood Avenue – Mr. Brahm’s thanked the commissioners for securing the $50,000 grant and having the firm come in and do a preservation and feasibility study.  The study was well done and published on the Township website.  Mr. Brahm’s believes the Westmont Theatre could be an anchor for Haddon Avenue and that it would draw people to this area which would help Haddon Township’s businesses thrive.  
Missy O’Brien, 102 Toledo Avenue – Ms. O’Brien reported that the more you use the building for what it was originally intended the more funds that will be available.  A majority of the people that came to the Westmont Theatre were not from this area but from Philadelphia, so it will bring money to our area.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall thanked the individuals for the interest in restoring the Westmont Theatre with a special thanks to Mr. Hauss.  He said there is a sign on Haddon Avenue that says that Haddon Township was voted #4 in South Jersey Magazine.  If we restore the Westmont Theatre, we will revitalize Haddon Avenue and that sign will read #1.

Mary Berko, 445 W. Crystal Lake Avenue – Ms. Berko feels that those individuals that want to restore the Westmont Theatre have great ideas and ideals but they are unrealistic.  If you read the paper, the Kimmel Center is having financial difficulties as well as the Philly Pops.  
Rich Soper, 317 Crestwood Avenue – Mr. Soper feels the Westmont Theatre is the eyesore between Kings Highway and Camden.  

Allan Hauss – Mr. Hauss feels that it is feasible and possible to restore the Westmont Theatre.

Bill Brahms, 305 Briarwood Avenue – Mr. Brahm agrees that the Westmont Theatre is an eyesore as does everyone.  He wants to find a solution.  Instead of saying what is wrong with it, let’s find a solution to the problem.  It is realistic to restore the theatre.  There have been numerous examples of successful restored theatres.

Lorraine Leary, 407 Graisbury Avenue – Ms. Leary feels that this town is in a quandary as to what to do with the Westmont Theatre.  You need to consider what will go in there if you restore the building. She hopes a good decision is made.
Veronica Goodman, Blackwood, NJ – Ms. Goodman thinks everything has been said about the Westmont Theatre and all we need at this point is “bring your checkbook”.  I have a group of investors together, but it takes time.  We need encouragement.  It is available and we have know-how.  She asks that everyone work together.  We need to build it up and restore it.

Chief Cavallo reported that there was a theft at Speedy’s on July 9th.  The Retrospect ran a picture of the suspect.  An anonymous caller called in and an arrest was made before this meeting.  Chief Cavallo thanked the Retrospect.

There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved that the meeting be closed to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, all members voted in the affirmative. 
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 8:56 PM with all members voting in the affirmative.
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