 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD MAY 27, 2014
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, May 27, 2014, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.
Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present 
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson, Lee Palo, Martin Blaskey, Jack Bruno and Kate Burns were also present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on May 20, 2014 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
PRESENTATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL VIDEO AWARDS 

Ms. Prince reported that this is the Township’s 6th year offering the environmental video contest to the high school students and she has worked alongside Ms. Karynna Baresel who works closely with the students and also teaches Cinema, Language Arts and English at the High School.  Ms. Prince further points out that this contest would not be possible without the dedication of Ms. Baresel who is not here this evening due to her attendance at a scholarship dinner with one of her students, who is also a winner this evening.    This contest is held in conjunction with other Earth Day activities and is funded by NJ Clean Communities Grant.  This contest was to watch a movie called “Bag it”, and then create a thoughtful and inspirational video.  The winner videos are entitled, “The Virtues of Rain Barrels”, “A Newscast on the Perils of Plastic, Chemical Make-up of Plastic Bags”, “The Dangers of Hidden Plastics”, “Ocean Pollution”, and “The Humanitarian and Environmental Crisis in the Trash Dumps of Guatemala”.  
The Mayor and Commissioners presented the certificates and checks to the winners:

Honorable Mention ($50.00)
Eco-Humanitarian Crisis Guatemala by Quinn Collins
Third Place Teams (Tie) ($75.00)
Dangers of Hidden Plastics by Christian Roche and Matt Kasilowski
Chemical Plastic Bottles by Luke Kessler and Josh Sendler
Second Place Teams (Tie) ($100)
Ocean Pollution by Autumn Cooklin
Newscast by Marlaina Albertini
First Place ($150.00)
Virtues of Rain Barrels by Luke Hoheisel
ORDINANCES:
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1317 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 223 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.


ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1318 – CALENDAR YEAR 2014 – ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on June 24, 2014, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
Commissioner Dougherty reported the average tax increase for a home assessed at $224,000 is $64.91 and this is right under 3 cents on the Municipal Tax Rate.
Commissioner Dougherty moved, seconded by Commissioner Foley to Introduce the 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND WATER/SEWER OPERATING BUDGET, with all members affirmatively concurring:
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
Ms. Burns reported that the Business Improvement District and the Advisory Board present the 2014 Business Improvement District with a small increase due to snow removal and other damage resulting from the winter weather.

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to INTRODUCE THE 2014 BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET, with all members affirmatively concurring.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
RESOLUTIONS  
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively 
concurring:
#2014-074 - Bill Resolution

#2014-076 – Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various 

                     Other Adjustments and Deductions

#2014-077 – Adoption of Personnel Policies and Procedures

#2014-078 – Authorizing Signers on the Police Forfeiture Account

#2014-079 – Authorizing Donation of the Haddon Township Police Mobile Command Unit

#2014-080 – Refund Resale Fees to Korca 3 LLC

#2014-081 – Shared Services with Audubon Park for Uniform Construction Code

#2014-082 – Appointing Brian Seltzer to the Housing Authority

#2014-083 – Amending Resolution #2014-069 Crystal Lake Pool Seasonal Employees

#2014-084 – Self Examination of the 2014 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget

#2014-085 – Approval of Chg. Ord. No. 6 for the 2013 Street Improvement Program

#2014-086 – Rehab. of the Albertson Avenue Pump Station

#2014-087 – Rehab. of the South Park Drive Pump Station

#2014-088 - Adopting the 3 Year Cooperation Agreement with the County (CDBG)

#2014-089 – Award of Chemicals

#2014-090 – Award of Inlet/Manhole Maintenance Program

#2014-091 – Supporting the Click It or Ticket Mobilization of May 19th – June 1, 2014

                     (Read in Full)
#2014-092 – Authorization to Conduct a Preliminary Entry and Investigation into Block 21.10 Lots 

                     28, 29 & 30 
OTHER BUSINESS
The following item was presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:
Approval of the following Raffle:
· #16-2014 Haddon Township Performing Arts Guild

REPORTS:

The following reports for April 2014 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 
There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall requested information about the eminent domain resolution adopted at this meeting.  The Mayor responded that the resolution is to pursue additional parking at the Theatre Lot.  Mayor Teague further commented that when they came into office they passed an anti-eminent domain ordinance and that had to do with existing buildings and existing businesses and this resolution falls outside that ordinance.  Mr. Kendall also asked about the time-table for NJ Transit to add and remove those bus stops on Black Horse Pike.  Commissioner Foley responded that he would reach out to NJ Transit.  

Mary Berko, 445 W. Crystal Lake Avenue – Ms. Berko came to the meeting this evening to hear news on the Fieldstone Project.  Mayor Teague responded that Stuart Platt, Esquire, Township Solicitor reported on the Fieldstone Project last Tuesday.  Mayor Teague reiterated that the Judge would like to see this case settled.  The Township doesn’t want to commit to more affordable housing if it is not required and Fieldstone would like the opportunity to appear before the Planning Board to amend their plan.  Ms. Berko once again mentioned that she is against retail as are many other residents and she believes that many residents believe apartments would not be good for the town.  Mayor responded that there were people at previous meetings that believed high end apartments could be a benefit to this town.  He further responded that Fieldstone will schedule a meeting to appear before the Planning Board to amend their Plan and discuss their position on not having retail and having apartments instead of condominiums.   This decision is up to Fieldstone and the Planning Board.  Ms. Berko reported that she read in the newspaper from last week’s meeting that LazGor is showing progress regarding the Westmont Theatre.   The Mayor pointed out that LazGor is in negotiations with a prospective user.  She queried as to the tank found underground.  They Mayor responded that there is an underground storage tank and more asbestos then originally reported.  Ms. Berko asked why the Township doesn’t install an elevator here in the Municipal Building for those individuals that want to attend the meeting but are unable to because the meetings are on the second floor. 
There being no further comments, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:27 PM with all members voting in the affirmative.
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