MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD MARCH 27, 2012
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, 2012, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague



Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson,  Ed Toussaint, Martin Blaskey, Lee Palo and Darlene Alfonsi were also present.
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held March 20, 2012 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
ORDINANCES:

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1289 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 177 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON ENTITLED “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING”

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
Mayor Teague reported that he had received a call from Chief Medes of the Westmont Fire Company and Chief Mede was concerned with lost of revenue from the hoagie sales.   Hoagie sales are a significant revenue source for the fire department.

Marge Howley, 507 Fern Avenue – Mrs. Howley reported to the Mayor and Commissioners that she was representing the Haddon Township Crew Club and she thought that vital information needed to be brought to their attention.  The Annual Operating Budget of the Haddon Township Crew Club is $100,000, they have 25 rowers and try to keep the dues affordable, but Crew is an expensive sport.  They tried doing an alternate fundraiser and only earned round $750 as opposed to a coin toss which earns them $2,000.  They have safety measures in place when doing the coin toss, only parents are in the streets while wearing orange vests.  The kids stay on the sidewalks and hold the signs.
Nelson Remetz, 255 S. Park Drive – Mr. Remetz thought that the Crew Club unified its members and gives them bonding time, a sense of property, integrity, and enables them to purchase equipment.  
Jim Howley, 507 Fern Avenue – Mr. Howley reported that Crew is an expensive sport and there are not a lot of funds and any amount they can get from a coin toss helps.  Mr. Howley also stated it enables the novices to get out there to help the team.  
Ryan Clark, 208 Guilford Avenue – Mr. Clark believes it’s one thing to just ask people for money but the Crew Club is out there spending time together at the coin tosses holding signs, supporting each other, and conveying a message to the public of team work. 
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall reported that Crew Club doesn’t get any financial help from the School Board.    He feels that the Crew Club is magnificent for young people.  Mr. Kendall also stated that Crew was an expensive sport and that no student is denied the ability to row, i.e. if the parents can’t afford it.  He asked the Mayor and Commissioners to consider allowing the coin tosses to continue.
Bob Jelonek, 102 Wilson Avenue – Mr. Jelonek asked the Mayor and Commissioners to consider keeping the coin tosses because the West Collingswood Heights Fire Company holds hoagies sales and the money is used to maintain the West Collingswood Height Fire Company building which is owned by the Fire Company.  The Fire Department is responsible for the upkeep of the building.
John Celino, 132 Virginia Avenue - Mr. Celino reported that there is nothing wrong with coin tosses and the young people deserve our backing.  He asked that the Mayor and Commissioners not to stop the coin tosses.

Steve Wells, 350 W. Crystal Lake Avenue (Knights of Columbus)  – Mr. Wells came as a representative of the Knights of Columbus and stated that they have two coin tosses, one for people with intellectual disabilities and a second in the fall for Alzheimer’s.  Mr. Wells stated that this is the only fundraising the Knights of Columbus does for these two drives.  Safety measures are always instituted.  They also have hoagies sales to help maintain the Knights of Columbus building.
There being no further discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Mayor Teague recommended that this ordinance be tabled.  Commissioner Foley concurred with the Mayor and stated that most notably nobody spoke against the coin tosses and the Township would be cutting off a source of revenue, although he believes the concern for public safety is a legitimate one and we should table this ordinance to explore an alternate source.  Commissioner Dougherty concurred and stated that this was the purpose of public hearings and he appreciates the time everyone took to come out and bring this to their attention.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that Ordinance #1289 be tabled, with all members voting in the affirmative.
Due to the fact that ordinance #1290 was connected to ordinance #1289, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that Ordinance #1290 be tabled, with all members voting in the affirmative.
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1291 – ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on April 24, 2012, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague



Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye


RESOLUTIONS  
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, 
seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, all members affirmatively concurring:
#2012-037 - Bill Resolution

#2012-038– Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and 

         Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

#2012-039 - Proclamation to Nelson Remetz on achieving Eagle Scout 

Due to the fact that Nelson Remetz was present in the audience, Commissioner Foley read Resolution #2012-039:


 WHEREAS, Nelson Remetz has earned the rank of Eagle Scout by the boy Scouts of America; and


WHEREAS, the conferring of an Eagle scout is the highest award bestowed upon a Boy Scout with less than two percent of all Scouts reaching this goal; and


WHEREAS, this achievement carries with it great honor in our community and a commitment to continue to develop leadership skills, and to serve as a guide and role model for both community and nation; and


WHEREAS, part of this Eagle Scout project, Nelson organized and coordinated the refurbishing of the Grace Baptist Food Pantry which now has the ability to feed more families in need within the surrounding community; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Haddon wishes to recognize this noteworthy achievement of Nelson Remetz.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon hereby extend their congratulations to Eagle Scout Nelson Remetz for having an Eagle Scout Award conferred upon him by the Boy Scouts of America.
Commissioner Foley commented that the Gold Star Award is equivalent to the Eagle Scout and less than 6% of girls that go into girl scouting achieve this level and what a tribute to Haddon Township to have four of the town’s young ladies achieve this award
#2012-040 - Proclamation to Taylor Pfettscher for earning the Girl Scout Gold Star Award
#2012-041 - Proclamation to Karen Israel for earning the Girl Scout Gold Star Award
#2012-042 - Proclamation to Kaitlyn Brendlinger for earning the Girl Scout Gold Star 

         Award
#2012-043 - Proclamation to Molly Barbieri for earning the Girl Scout Gold Star Award
#2012-044 - Resolution – Appropriation Transfers
#2012-045 - Proclaiming Arbor Day April 27, 2012
#2012-046 – Proclaiming Earth Day April 22, 2012
#2012-047 – Authorizing a Contract (BID A-51/2010) 1st Yr Option from Office Basics for 


the Purchase of Office Supplies Under the Camden County Cooperative 


Pricing System
#2012-048 – Authorizing Waiver of Permit Fees for the Haddon Township Board of 

           Education

 OTHER BUSINESS
The following items were presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, all members voting in the affirmative:

· Raffle License RA#06-2012 PTA Haddon Twp. Edison School, Inc.

· Raffle License RA#07-2012 PTA Haddon Twp. Edison School, Inc.
· Raffle License RA#08-2012 Paul VI PTO & Alumni Association
· Raffle License RA#09-2012 Westmont Ladies Auxiliary
· Raffle License RA#10-2012 Westmont Ladies Auxiliary
· Raffle License RA#11-2012 Starting Point Inc. of NJ

· Raffle License RA#12-2012 Haddon Township Performing Arts Guild

Commissioner Foley read the 2012 Municipal Budget Message.  The Clerk presented the introductory Budget Resolution, which was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague



Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye


Motion made by Commissioner Foley to introduce the 2012 Business Improvement District Budget, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague



Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye


REPORTS:
The following reports were presented and ordered filed:

· Revenue Report for February 2012
· Budget Status Report for February 2012
· Construction Official’s Report for February 2012
· Tax Collector’s Report for February 2012
Mayor Teague notified the audience that the Township received a $190,000 Grant from NJDOT for Briarwood Avenue.

There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

David Piso, 1213 Grant Avenue – Mr. Pisa inquired as to the status of the traffic flow gauge that was done in his area.  The Mayor asked the Chief, Mark Cavallo to address this issue.  The Chief reported that he had a conversation with Greg Fusco, Haddon Township Engineer and he met with Chief Medes of the Westmont Fire Company and they went out to the intersection.  There was a concern that if the street was closed off it would create a dead end for emergency vehicles.  Mr. Pisa stated that there is a triangular shaped piece of land owned by Haddon Township that could be utilized if it was retasked and paved.  The Chief reported that the traffic study showed that there are about 1,000 cars a day in both directions and probably from Route 130 to Mt. Ephraim Avenue about 955 per day.  The Chief reported that the problem is the Township may not be able to get State approval to do as Mr. Piso has requested.  Mr. Fusco will reach out to the State regarding this issue and should have an answer in 3 or 4 months.
Fred Litwak, 1114 Newton Avenue – Mr. Litwak was extremely unhappy with his tax assessment due to the fact that his taxes went from over $6,500 to near $10,000.  Marty Blaskey reminded Mr. Litwak that they had an extensive meeting regarding this issue and he instructed him that if he wasn’t happy he would need to appeal his decision with the County by April 1, 2012.  Mr. Litwak also informed the Mayor and Commissioners that he was giving up Champion School but would continue to teach the history to the young people as long as possible.  Mr. Litwak commented on the possibility of traffic lights being installed in the area of Collings Avenue enabling left hand turns.  Mayor Teague asked the Chief to pursue this with the State.
There being no comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved that the meeting be closed to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, all members voted in the affirmative. 
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 PM with all members voting in the affirmative.
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