         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 23, 2015
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, September 23, 2015 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present  
Catherine Turcich 
Present
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Absent - Excused
Kevin Murphy

Absent - Excused
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

No adjustments.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve Minutes from the August 26, 2015 meeting.  Catherine Turcich seconded.  Minutes approved.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
49 Kraft Avenue:  Resident Maureen Nawrocki from 49 Kraft Avenue attended the meeting to discuss the process for tree removal due to uplifting sidewalk and sewer issues.  Chris will evaluate the tree.
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25 E. Greenwood Avenue:  Resident from 25 E. Greenwood Avenue attended the meeting to discuss his curb tree.  Chris said the tree in front of 25 E. Greenwood Avenue will be marked for removal.  The Dept. of Public Works will remove the hanging branch immediately.

NEW BUSINESS

Township Block Party October 3rd:  The Shade Tree Commission will not be participating this year due to other commitments.  There will be a tree request form at the Environmental table.
Big Trees of Haddon Township:  The Shade Tree Commission will post pictures of large trees on the Haddon Township Neighborhood Facebook page.  There is a large tree at 111 Grandview Avenue.  The commission will request residents to post pictures of their trees and the circumference. Starting October 5th, Chris will send an e-blast and post on Facebook the tree at 111 Grandview Avenue.  This will be the start of promoting big trees in Haddon Township.
Stump Grinding and Pruning:  An additional 53 stumps will be completed by a Frank’s Stump removal hired by the STC.  

CEU’S:  Marge attended a seminar “The Right Tree, Planted in the Right Place, the Right Way” sponsored by the New Jersey Tree Foundation and PSE&G.  Marge reported the seminar was very informative.  She said that if the trees are interfering with wires and are not pruned by PSE&G they can be fined for negligence if damage occurs.  Marge distributed a handout on “Utility Friendly Trees” for trees that stay small and are suitable for planting under utility wires.  PSE&G also offers free assistance with a design program to lay out an area for trees.  Marge discussed the proper way for marking out large areas such as parks.  A hash tag should be placed at the curb and the area where the tree should be planted should be marked out in white (4’ x 4’).  Lisa Simms, NJ Tree Federation, has 75 flowering dogwoods (potted) and 800 saplings (1’ to 2’).  Marge will check on availability.
OLD BUSINESS
82-84 Akron Avenue:  John Nystedt will finalize the purchase and planting of the tree.
STC Pruning Permit Form:  Tom will send updated permit to John for final edit.
Dave Johnson’s Tree Presentation:  John brought his laptop to the September meeting for the presentation on trees from Dave Johnson.
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Spring 2016 Plantings:   Marge is ready to send out quotes.  She will review the list of trees before the quotes are sent out.  The 2017 list of tree locations should be returned to Marge by March 2016 with all measurements.
Mansion Avenue:   We are receiving the funding price the Township Engineer would pay the contractor for 15 trees.  The Shade Tree Commission will choose the trees and have them planted.  Chris will discuss the process with Mayor Teague.
CEU’s 2015:   Tabled.  The Shade Tree Commission has completed the requirements for the year.
Monthly/Quarterly E-Newsletters:  Tabled
Sustainable New Jersey Grants:  Tabled
Planning Board and Zoning Board:  Tabled
By-Laws:  Tabled

Hazard Tree Identification:  Dave Johnson’s presentation of Hazard Tree Identification was shown to members who missed the presentation in June was completed.
MEMBER COMMENTS
John reported the trees in front of the Acme on Cuthbert Boulevard are dead or not growing.    Also, John recommended forensic review of roots/trunk. The trees need to be pulled.  Kate Burns and Doug Kelly have agreed to hire a contractor to prune existing trees and remove stumps in the BID area along the White Horse Pike in Haddon Township.
ADJOURNMENT
Marge motioned to adjourn.  Catherine seconded. Meeting adjourned.
