         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 24, 2014
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Catherine Turcich 
Absent - excused
Derrick Maley
 
Resigned
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Absent - excused
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

John Nystedt requested the agenda be changed to add locations for planting the two additional trees being purchase from the homeowner of 90 Akron Avenue.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve Minutes from the August 27, 2014 meeting.  John Nystedt seconded.  Minutes approved.
NEW BUSINESS
Block Party:  The Shade Tree Commission will not be represented at the 2014 Annual Block Party.  There are not enough volunteers to man a table.

Page 2
Minutes
September 24, 2014

OLD BUSINESS
Fall 2014 Planting: The Fall 2014 Planting has been changed to spring 2015.  
Spring 2015 Planting: Jim Stevenson will meet with Marge to discuss funding for purchase and planting of trees for spring 2015.  Marge reported the trees will be ordered in 2014.  All attending commissioners agreed.  The trees will be delivered early in March 2015.  John has forwarded the request for quote documentation to Marge.  John offered to help review the information.  At the next STC meeting, watering of newly planted trees will be discussed.  Marge will move forward with the spring 2015 tree planting.
Toledo Avenue:  The trees have not yet been planted on Toledo Avenue.
Briarwood Project:  The trees have not yet been planted on Briarwood Avenue.  Ten new trees are to be planted.
Crystal Lake Soccer Field:  A total of seven trees are to be purchased by HTAA to be planted at the Crystal Lake fields.  The STC will advise on species and location.  At this time it is unclear as to who will plant the trees.
STC Representation:  Paul Mitros presented at the Environmental Center on Saturday, September 13th.  Marge provided Paul with information.  Paul will give a summary at the next STC meeting.

CEU’s 2014:  A discussion of who should attend Core Training by the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation took place.   Kevin Murphy has volunteered to become a commissioner for the Shade Tree Commission.  Kevin should attend the Core Training in October.  Chris will speak to Mayor Teague.  Tom Potterfield will attend Hazard Tree ID training.  Chris will check to see if this class can be paid for through township funding.
Pin Oaks and Bacterial Leaf Scorch (BLS):  Chris reported that there is a new strategy being tested on Pin Oaks with BLS.  The trees with BLS that are at least 80% healthy are topped.  The trees that have been topped appear to have significant regrowth within 5 to 6 years.  The area on Route 38 in Cherry Hill is being tested now.  It is the STC’s opinion that it is worth trying, but there is still an issue of the lack of manpower to cut back the tree branches all around with a heavy pruning.  Chris suggested that we try two trees and see what happens.  It is an economic benefit to the Town to save the trees.
Online/Website:  The topic has been removed from the agenda permanently.
90 Akron Avenue:  The two trees including stumps have been removed at 90 Akron Avenue, approved by the STC.  Two new trees will be planted at 90 Akron Avenue by 
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the homeowner.  An additional two trees will be supplied by the homeowner to be planted between 0 and 48 Akron Avenue.   John suggested trees such as zelkova or honeylocust on the even side, with wires; odd side between 0 and 48 does not have wires.
Monthly/Quarterly E-Newsletters:  John will send the STC’s “frequently asked questions” to Kate Burns to be sent out on an E-blast.   John will also work on an e-blast for bad pruning of trees.
Promote Private Property Trees:  Marge suggested selling trees for private property be included with the township purchase of trees.  A discussion ensued that it would be too difficult to manage.  
Enforcement/Violations:  There was a discussion of tree roots being cut for landscaping purposes.  Chris will notify the landscaper in question.
Species List:  STC commissioners are requested to send Marge suggestions for tree species for small, narrow planting locations.
Pear Rust:   Tabled
Planning Board: The STC is concerned about the paving of curb strips in the township right of way and want to meet with the Haddon Township Planning Board to discuss prevention.  The STC will need to make arrangements with the Planning Board for an official presentation.

By-Laws:  Chris has volunteered to work on the STC By-laws.
MEMBER COMMENTS
John invited everyone to attend the October 4th planting at the Environmental Center.  The event starts at 9:00 am.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Kevin Murphy from Haddon Township attended the meeting.  Kevin is interested in becoming a Shade Tree Commissioner.  He will complete the proper paperwork and submit his application to Mayor Teague.
ADJOURNMENT
Marge motioned to adjourn.  John seconded. Meeting adjourned.
