 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

FEBRUARY 26, 2014
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, February 26, 2014 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Catherine Turcich 
Present
Derrick Maley
 
Absent - excused
John Nystedt

Absent - excused
Tom Potterfield
Absent - excused
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Present
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

There were no changes to the agenda.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve Minutes from the December 12, 2013 meeting.  Paul Mitros seconded.  Minutes approved.
OLD BUSINESS
Spring 2014 Planting:  The date for spring planting has not yet been determined due to the weather.  All measurements for the plantings should be completed and sent to Marge as soon as possible.   Tree planting associated with the new soccer fields at the Crystal Lake fields will also take place in the spring.  The winter is delaying the project.
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Toledo Avenue:  Chris Squazzo spoke to Greg Fusco, Township Engineer, and the completion of the project for Toledo Avenue has been stalled due to the harsh winter.  John Nystedt will meet with Greg to help with locations and species choices for the planting of trees on Toledo Avenue.
NEW BUSINESS

Environmental Center:  The Environmental Center is trying to open the third Saturday of every month and needs volunteers from the Shade Tree Commission to provide presentations.  Paul Mitros volunteered to do a presentation and will give the information to Chris.  Chris will contact the Environmental Center and set-up a date for the Shade Tree Commission’s presentation.
Green Event 2014:  The annual Green Event will be Saturday, April 26, 2014 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  The Shade Tree Commission will be present at the event.  Chris Squazzo has volunteered to attend the event.  Chris will have small trees to give away to attendees.

CEU’s 2014:  In order to meet CEU’s requirements for 2014, the Shade Tree Commission wants to have training class on Hazard Tree Identification in the field.  Chris will find a consultant and try to schedule the class in June.
Alliance for Community Trees: tabled

Budget Request for 2014:  Chris will contact Jim Stevenson and Mayor Teague to request an increase in the 2014 budget for the Shade Tree Commission.

Shade Tree Commission Presentation:  The Shade Tree Commission will present their accomplishments and goals at the March 18th Caucus meeting at 7:00 pm.  All members of the Shade Tree Commission should attend the meeting.

Online/Website:  The information for the Shade Tree Commission has been updated on the Haddon Township website by Catherine Turcich.

Monthly/Quarterly E-Newsletters:  The Shade Tree Commission will use E-blasts to communicate information to the public. Catherine spoke to Kate Burns and she will assist with e-blasts.  Paul will email Mayor Teague to request permission for the Shade Tree Commission to have a Facebook page.  

Promote Private Property Trees:  Promoting of private property trees will take place at the Green Event.
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Enforcement/Violations:  Chris will send letter to Lumberjack to invite them to the March meeting to discuss pruning of a curb tree without a permit.

Violation Report:  Tabled 
Pear Rust:   Tabled
Planning Board:  Chris and Catherine are planning to meet with the Planning  Board in the summer. They want to discuss adding a requirement for street trees in all redevelopment or development projects.
By-Laws:  Chris discussed information that should be included in the by-laws.  1) Absent and absent excused – the absence is excused as long as the Chairperson is notified prior to the meeting.  2) Chairperson to be appointed by the active commissioners of the Shade Tree Commission.  3) Chairperson – term limit 2 to 3 years.
Flag Salute:  The Shade Tree Commission discussed having a Flag Salute at the beginning of every meeting.  The attending members decided to vote at the meeting.  Chris motioned to include a Flag Salute at every Shade Tree Commission meeting.  Marge seconded.  All attending members in favor voted yes, with the exception of Catherine who voted no.  Flag Salute passed.
MEMBER COMMENTS
Marge Howley discussed the planting of trees.  Chris will be asking the Mayor and Commissioners for a larger amount from the budget to cover the hiring of a professional crew to procure and plant the trees giving more time for the Dept. of Public Works to maintain existing township owned trees.
Chris will be planting trees with Mr. Mulligan’s 8th grade class from Rohrer Middle School on Friday, April 25th for Arbor Day.  Chris will get information on Fernbrook Nursery who has extra trees for free.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
John Maguire, Haddon Township resident, attended the meeting to find out more information about the Shade Tree Commission.
ADJOURNMENT
Catherine motioned to adjourn.  Paul seconded. Meeting adjourned.
