MINUTES OF A CAUCUS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD ON OCTOBER 21, 2014,

 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A caucus meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place and agenda.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, Mark Cavallo, Jim Stevenson, Lee Palo, and Kate Burns were present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 23, 2014 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative. 

ORDINANCES: (For consideration October 28, 2014) 

RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL THIS EVENING:

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Mayor Teague, with all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-175 – Appointment of Kevin Murphy to Shade Tree Commission
RESOLUTIONS (for consideration October 28, 2014)

OTHER BUSINESS FOR APPROVAL THIS EVENING:
The following item was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Mayor Teague, with all members affirmatively concurring:
Authorizing the following Bingo License:

· #02-2014 – PTA James Stoy School

The following item was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Mayor Teague, with all members affirmatively concurring:
Best Practices Checklist with a score of 84% as noted in the inventory as certified by the Chief Administrative Office, Mayor Teague and the Chief Financial Officer, Jack Bruno
The following items were approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Mayor Teague, with all members affirmatively concurring:
· Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Installation of Playground Equipment

· Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Storm Drainage Improvements including NJ Ave Park and Sanitary Sewer Improvements
· Authorization to Go Out to Bid for Water Plant Improvements

OTHER BUSINESS: (for consideration October 28, 2014)

Authorization of the following Raffle Licenses:

· Knights of Columbus #1443 Santa Maria Council RA#24-2014

· St. Joseph the Worker Parish RA#25-2014 & RA#26-2014

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Greg Fusco reviewed the Engineer’s Report for October 21, 2014.  

Commissioner Foley asked Mr. Fusco and Mr. Stevenson about an issue a resident, Mr. Ernest Dieterle, brought to his attention regarding seepage coming out of one of the drains in the area of Lawnside Avenue and requested that it be placed on the list to be addressed.  Mr. Fusco confirmed that this issue is already on the list.
Public Works, Water/Sewer Department: - Mr. Stevenson reported on the status of the sewer main project on Oneida Avenue letting the Mayor and Commissioners know that the sewer main was replaced and tie-ins were done today.  The bypass pump was wrapped up and will be picked up tomorrow.  Mr. Stevenson reported that clean up will start in that area.  He further reported that there are a number of infrastructure improvements and road projects going on throughout town, that leaf pickup is going well with an increase in collection from last year at this time, and that the playground equipment has been ordered.  

BID/Town Events:  Ms. Burns reported that she provided the Mayor and Commissioners with a 2015 draft calendar and requests their input on dates of events.  The theme of the calendar will be the 150th Anniversary of Haddon Township.  On the B.I.D., Ms. Burns reports that more façade grants have been done on two more buildings slated on White Horse Pike and Haddon Avenue.  Ms. Burns attended the Planning Board Work Session meeting to discuss a possible meeting date to propose the changes the BID Advisory Board advised with suggestions to the parking ordinance and signage ordinance.   She further reports on the following events in town:  On October 30th beginning at 7:30 PM, the Westmont Lions’ Parade on Haddon Avenue, this weekend a Halloween Event at the SoHa Building on White Horse Pike with artist studios open, various costumes, and a showing of the movie,  “Nightmare Before Christmas” at 6 PM, next Friday at 10:30 PM Gypsy opens at the Ritz, and this Friday, Sports 4 All is hosting Philadelphia Eagles Wide Receiver Riley Cooper and Philadelphia Flyer Zac Rinaldo, $20 per Autograph or $30.00 for both at 6: 30 PM.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· Bill Resolution
· Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

· Authorizing the Sustainable Jersey Grant Application

· Telephone System

· Proclamation for Mr. Bill Week

· Canceling the November 18th Caucus Meeting

· Ratifying the Collective Bargaining Agreement for Public Works

· Amending the 2014 Salary Ordinance

· Fair and Open Process for Various Professionals

· Supporting Township’s Commitment to Sustainable Green Building Measures

· Imposition of Liens on Multiple Properties

· Rescinding Resolution #2014-005 and Creating New Resolution (Housing Auth Appt)

GENERAL DISCUSSION

There being no further agenda business, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall informed the Mayor and Commissioners that he is pleased with all the road improvements taking place in the Township.  He then asked about the status of the West Collingswood Heights playground equipment and the walking/jogging track due to the fact that the wood fence is broken and the parking lot needs stones prior to the onset of winter.  Mayor Teague informed Mr. Kendall that the playground equipment has been ordered and should be installed in November.  He asked if someone could check the front door to the Municipal Building on meeting nights since it has been locked the last two times he attended meetings.
John Sandone, 21 Reeve Avenue - Mr. Sandone a member of the Business Improvement District Board came to the meeting to report that the last few meetings of the BID focused on parking or lack of it and the issues associated with it.    Mr. Sandone reported that he since found out that the Planning Board appointed a subcommittee to make recommendations about the parking in the business district.   He stated those recommendations were prepared and ready to be discussed at the August meeting of the Planning Board and he further reports that there was no time at the August, September and October meetings to discuss parking.  He believes as does other business owners and commercial real estate owners that this issue should be as important to the town as a fence variance, addition or garage made into living space and the Planning Board has not treated the issue of parking the same way.   He further believes that when you have old towns that you are trying to revitalize and you have a vision to bring them into the 21st century, there are hurdles to overcome and one of the biggest hurdles is stores, restaurants and eateries with not enough parking and with parking requirements that hinder development and hinder investment.  He points out that the whole hullabaloo with 112 Haddon Avenue, the Westmont Fire Company and Severino's would have been avoided if the proposed parking changes to the parking ordinance would have been in place.   Mr. Sandone advised the Mayor and Commissioners that he had a restaurant tour that wanted to buy that property and rent it to a little café with take out.  Upon investigation of parking requirements and the likelihood of a variance proposal, they walked away because they didn’t want to go down that route.  He believes that Collingswood has taken the lead in this by their great preponderance of eateries, to encourage development, and other specialized retailers by relaxing their parking requirements through a parking ordinance change.  He asks why the Township governing body’s and boards can’t work together for the same vision, which is to enhance our business committee, allow it to develop and prosper and not have one body or part of that body to act as an adversary to the business development while the other party spend a lot of time to enhance Haddon Avenue and White Horse Pike.  He informs the governing body that while you don’t want to influence the Planning Board, you have the ability to replace members with appointments, members that have been there for an excess of a decade or two decades.  He further states that the governing body has the ability to put people on the Planning Board that reflects 2014 and where we want to go, to grow the town, bring development to the town, and not spend thousands of dollars to get a variance because the buildings are 40 or 50 years old.  Mayor Teague responds to Mr. Sandone by saying the governing body as that vision as well and that is the reason we asked the Planning Board to look at the parking ordinance.  As a result, they formed a subcommittee and there is a process they are following and that we all are following.  He further informs Mr. Sandone that the Township has to balance the interest of everybody.  The Mayor continues by saying, we recognize and residents recognize the revitalization of downtown is important for everyone but we need to balance the interests of those that live in proximity to Haddon Avenue that will be impacted by the additional parking in front of their homes.  There have been residents that live in close proximity to the business district that have attended meetings to report their concerns regarding parking issues in their residential area due to businesses.  We don’t want people to think that this was all decided in one meeting.  The Mayor believes we are heading in the right direction.  The Mayor further states that the governing body does not want to influence the Planning Board, they are experienced and we want them to be able to discuss this issue.  They know what our vision is and what we would like to happen and I believe they share the vision.  The Mayor informs Mr. Sandone that the governing body will request that the Planning Board make parking a priority.  Mr. Sandone informs the Mayor that the other issue of concern is those members that have been on the Planning Board for a long period of time that have old time ideas and old ways.  He believes there should be more vision, more open mindedness. 

There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:24 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
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