 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD MAY 26, 2015
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at 7:00 PM.

Commissioner Dougherty requested all stand for the flag salute.
Commissioner Dougherty announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Absent (excused)
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present 
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, Jack Bruno, Kevin Frenia, James Stevenson, Martin Blaskey, Lee Palo and Kate Burns were also present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 28, 2015 and the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on May 19, 2015 be approved, with both members voting in the affirmative.  
PRESENTATION OF THE GO GREEN VIDEO AWARDS:
Mrs. Prince reported that this is the Township’s 7th year offering the environmental video contest to the high school students and she has worked alongside Ms. Karynna Baresel who works closely with the students and also teaches Cinema, Language Arts and English at the High School.  Mrs. Prince further points out that this contest would not be possible without the dedication of Ms. Baresel.   This contest is held in conjunction with Earth Day activities and is funded by NJ Clean Communities Grant.  

Commissioner Dougherty and Commissioner Foley presented the certificates and checks to the winners:

Honorable Mention Team

Kayla Rundstron

Laura Schaffner (announced, not present)

Third Place Team
Conor Madden

Michael Dougherty

Second Place Team

Matt Hart

Chris Madden

First Place 

Jeff Grugan
Commissioner Foley read the following Proclamation in full as well as presented the Proclamation to Mr. and Mrs. John Kendall in honor of Helen Adamski’s 104th Birthday:

Township of Haddon Proclamation

IN RECOGNITION of 

“Mrs. Helen Adamski on the occasion of her 104th Birthday”

WHEREAS, Helen was born on May 30, 1911 in Philadelphia, Pa; and

WHEREAS, she has the distinction of being a New Jersey Centenarian; and 

WHEREAS, Helen married Stanley Adamski on September 1, 1935, and had two daughters, Helen and Francine and has lived in Haddon Twp. since 1960; and
WHEREAS, her life accomplishments and service to her community are an inspiration to all that have had the privilege of knowing her; and
WHEREAS, this remarkable lady has maintained a wonderful attitude and outlook throughout her life and is a precious relative and friend to many; and
WHEREAS, The accomplishments of this resolute lady confirm her love for God, her family, her church, her neighborhood and friends; and 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Helen Adamski celebrates her 104th birthday on May 30th, 2015.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon, do hereby proclaim May 30, 2015, as “Mrs. Helen Adamski Day”, and urge all citizens to join in paying tribute to Helen on this her 104th Birthday. 

ORDINANCES:
The following ordinance was read by title:
#1330 – To Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP 
               Bank 


Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with both members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1331 – Amending, Revising and Supplementing Chapter 187 of the Code of the 
              Township of Haddon, Entitled “Property, Rehabilitation of Abandoned” and 
              Chapter 111 of the Code, Entitled “Fees”


Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with both members voting in the affirmative.  
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall inquired as to the purpose of this Ordinance.  Commissioner Foley responded this ordinance is a mechanism to register and account for abandoned properties.  Eric Riso, Esq. responds that it adds to the existing ordinance.  Foreclosed properties and mortgage companies aren’t doing much to keep up the abandoned properties.  This Ordinance requires them to register and there is a fee; it puts maintenance obligations on them.   Mr. Kendall reported that he thinks this Ordinance is a good idea.
Joyce Peacock, 206 Norwood Avenue – Mrs. Peacock reported she is trying to figure out what is considered an abandoned property.  She commented that the Retrospect reported that it is a property that is unoccupied.  Eric Riso, Esq. responded that the legal definition of an abandoned property is in the original ordinance.  It must be vacant a substantial period of time; there must be a failure to pay taxes.  Mr. Riso further points out that either his office or the Township Clerk can provide her with the legal definition.  Mrs. Peacock reported that the residents on that street are concerned because it is an eyesore.  She inquired as to the next step in the process?  Commissioner Foley requested that Mrs. Peacock remain after the meeting so that he can obtain her information and he will follow up with her personally after he speaks with the Department Head in charge of abandoned properties, Betty Band.
There being no further discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1332 – Creating and Establishing a New Chapter 156 of the Code of the Township of 

               Haddon Entitled “Metals, Dealers in Secondhand”
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on June 23, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1333 - Amending, Revising and Supplementing Chapter 142, “Land Use & 
             Development”

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be determined after review by the Planning and Zoning Board.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance after review by the Planning and Zoning Board together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
BUDGET RESOLUTIONS:
The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members affirmatively concurring:
#2015-072 - RESOLUTION TO READ BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY 

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to open the public hearing for the 2015 Municipal Budget and Water/Sewer Operating Budget, with both members affirmatively concurring:
Commissioner Dougherty commented that the Board of Commissioners are excited to introduce a zero increase budget.  Commissioner Dougherty further presented statistics as follows:  The average assessment in Haddon Township is $224,000, local municipal taxes collected are $1,429, revenues are up an excess of $200,000, the Township is below the spending cap allowed in New Jersey $688,000; which enabled the Township to cap some money and this was accomplished this evening when the first ordinance was adopted, the Township is below the tax levy cap $264,000, which allows Municipal Governments to increase taxes up to that amount; the Township is well below that number.
There being no comments from the public for the 2015 Municipal Budget and Water/Sewer Operating Budget, Commissioner Foley moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members affirmatively concurring.
The following Resolution for Adoption of the 2015 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget is approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members affirmatively concurring:
#2015-073 – ADOPTION OF THE 2015 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND W/S OPERATING BUDGET

ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
RESOLUTIONS  
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members affirmatively concurring:
#2015-074 - Bill Resolution

#2015-075 – Designating Recipients for the CCIA Housing Rehab Program

#2015-076 – Authorizing Township Professionals to Prepare & File a Declaratory Judgment Action

#2015-077 – Providing for Appointment of a Hearing Officer for the Police Department

#2015-078 – Award of Contract for Chemicals

#2015-079 – Award of Contract for 2015 Storm Drainage Improvements

#2015-080 – Award of Contract for Replacement of Roof at Environmental Center

#2015-081 – Bond Reduction for Gallaher Enterprises, Inc.

#2015-082 – Approval of Change Order No. 6 for the 2014 Street Improvement Program

#2015-083 – Approval of Change Order No. 1 Final for Maintenance of the Aerators

#2015-084 – Bid Withdrawal by M.D. Remodeling, LLC for the Storage Building with Restrooms

#2015-085 – Rejecting All Bids for the Storage Building with Restrooms

#2015-086 – Approving Litigation Settlement Agreement – Fair Share Housing v. Twp. of Haddon, 

                     et al.

#2015-087 – Proclamation in Recognition of Mrs. Helen Adamski’s 104th Birthday

OTHER BUSINESS
REPORTS:

The following reports for April 2015 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 
There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members voting in the affirmative.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall requested information on the Resolution approving litigation settlement with Fair Share Housing.  Commissioner Dougherty reported that if you recall, the Supreme Court said the Affordable Housing litigation would be decided on a case by case basis while a year ago the Township thought they met certain requirements that number is still not definite.  In order to have Fieldstone come up with a resolution that would be acceptable to everyone, the Mayor and Commissioners have to refer the case back to the Planning Board.  This was done this evening by passing the Resolution.  Fieldstone will be going back to the Planning Board with a new site plan that they think addresses the issues brought before the Planning Board last time.  Commissioner Dougherty continues by saying it is important to note; there is no settlement.  This resolution only gives them the ability to do a roadmap to a potential settlement.  Mr. Kendall thanked the Commissioners for the Proclamation Recognizing Mrs. Adamski on her 104th Birthday.  He further reports that Mrs. Adamski is a wonderful and grand lady.   Mr. Kendall publicly congratulated the Mayor and Commissioners on their re-election.  Mr. Kendall requested that Mrs. Burns inform everyone about the bands that will be appearing at the pool during different intervals in honor of the 150th celebration.
Tyler Michener, 208 Norwood Avenue – Mr. Michener referred to item number four on the Township Engineer’s Report on Storm Drainage repairs at the intersection of Westmont and Norwood Avenue.    Mr. Michener informs the Commissioners that there is a storm drain all cut up; there is a hole in the street.  Greg Fusco, Township Engineer said he would look into this issue.  Commissioner Foley reported that he heard about this issue from Robert Andrew that lives on Norwood.  He had responded to Mr. Andrews by saying it was an issue with PSE&G.  Commissioner Foley responded that he would get back to Mr. Michener with the information.
Joyce Peacock, 206 Norwood Avenue – Mrs. Peacock reported that she has lived in this house on Norwood for 52 years and in the first 15 or 20 years she had been promised that Norwood would be repaved.  She is worried that children playing on the street will get hurt in the storm drain and hopes the Township will do something to correct the situation.  Commissioner Foley comments that typically after Public Works goes through the town seeing what needs to be done for road repairs, they are then prioritized by need.   Mr. Stevenson reports that Norwood has an infrastructure issue that needs to be addressed prior to the road being repaved.  The first step in infrastructure repair has been addressed by the Storm Drainage repairs being done at the intersection of Westmont and Norwood Avenue.  Mrs. Peacock requests that someone from the Township come out and look at the issue on Norwood.  Commissioner Foley responds that when he goes out to that location to look at the abandoned property, he will also take pictures of the issue of concern on Norwood.
There being no further comments, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with both members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:38 PM, with both members voting in the affirmative.
May 26, 2015
                        
      




BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
____________________________

Dawn M. Pennock, Municipal Clerk






 








___________________________                      

Randall W. Teague, Mayor
  

         




___________________________









John C. Foley, Commissioner








___________________________









Paul Dougherty, Commissioner















M05262015

