 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 25, 2013
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Catherine Turcich 
Present
Derrick Maley
 
Present
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Present
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

The agenda was adjusted to address to public comments first.
MINUTES
Derrick Maley motioned to approve Minutes from the August 28, 2013 meeting.  Marge Howley seconded.  Minutes approved.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

913 Mansion Avenue:  The owner from 913 Mansion Avenue attended the meeting to discuss the two trees located on both sides of the driveway.  The trees are mature Silver Maples, showing decline and causing the sidewalk to rise 3” to 4”.  The resident has replaced the sidewalk three times since he has owned the house.  The most recent replacement was approximately five years ago.  The resident presented pictures of said trees and sidewalk issues.  The resident believes the trees are at least 50 years old, since he has lived there for 46 years.  Chris Squazzo advised the resident that the Shade Tree Commission has a sidewalk brochure which can be used as a reference for fixing the 
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sidewalk.  Derrick Maley assessed the trees and reported the trees are not ready for removal.   Derrick explained that the STC cannot recommend removal of healthy trees.  The resident questioned the health of the trees due to the loosing of bark, dead branches, the age and life expectancy of the species.   Derrick suggested having another Shade Tree Commissioner give a second opinion.  Catherine Turcich volunteered to give a second opinion.  Chris agrees to the second opinion, but explains to the resident that if both commissioners agree the trees are healthy, the STC will not recommend removal and give options for the repairs to sidewalk.
John Maguire from Mag Concrete also attended the meeting to explain the specific issues in replacing the sidewalk.  He explained the ADA regulations for the slope to replace the sidewalk which in turn will cause ponding issues in the driveway.  He also explained the costs to replace the sidewalk will be extremely expensive due to the amount of sidewalk needed to be replaced for the slope.  John offered to meet with STC commissioners to review the issues with replacing the sidewalk and effects on driveway.
John Maguire is also interested in becoming a member of the STC.

603 Avondale Avenue:   The resident from 603 Avondale Avenue attended the STC meeting to inquire about the evaluation of her curb tree.  Chris explained the evaluation process.  The evaluation has been assigned to Marge Howley and Chris offered to assist in the evaluation.

Haddon Township School Properties:  Dr. Nancy Ward, Superintendent of Schools, and Mr. Michael Moore, Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds, attended the meeting to establish a working relationship with the Shade Tree Commission (STC) to manage trees on school properties including Recchino Field.  The STC envisions planting trees on school properties.  John Nystedt also wants to discuss the maintenance of existing trees including the mowing of grass around the trees to prevent damage to the collar of the trees.  It was suggested to add tree guards and mulch to prevent future damage.  Catherine discussed locations of the trees to be planted at Strawbridge School.   Chris said there are two trees that need to be removed on Hampton Avenue.  The STC agreed not to plant on Emerald Avenue due to possible future renovations at Strawbridge School.
Dr. Ward and Mr. Moore are interested in STC’s proposals and understand that the curb strips are township owned but still want to be able to have input on all plantings.  Derrick agrees the STC should take in account the wants of the school.  Mr. Moore also explained that less money is available in their budget and he has had a decreased in employees.  He expressed concern that it takes more time to cut the grass around trees.
Dr. Ward inquired how does the STC assess the area and choose species.  Chris and Tom explained the evaluation of the space and how the species is chosen taking in 
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consideration the size of the area and potential growth of the tree.  Dr. Ward asked about the STC’s mission and how the schools are included.  Chris informed Dr. Ward of the STC’s Community Forestry Plan and offered her a copy.  He explained the plan included removing sick trees and to continue to plant new trees to create an urban forest.  He explained that the STC only has jurisdiction over curb trees and properties owned by the Township.  Chris explained the importance of trees to our environment.  Derrick stated the Township is proactive in managing the trees which reduces liability.  The Township is not responsible for trees on school property.  Cost of maintenance of trees to the school system was discussed.  Catherine noted that trees are removed on school property and  need to be replaced.  Mr. Moore agrees to replace trees removed if feasible.  
Dr. Ward has applied for a grant for renovations around the schools.  If the grant is received a Bond Referendum will have to be passed in March 2014.  The current plans for renovations do not include trees or other landscaping.  It was explained that STC does not have final planting plans for spring 2014 until funds are available.  Dr. Ward agreed to review the planting of new trees on school properties on a case by case planting.
Mr. Moore requested two trees be assessed at the Strawbridge Elementary School.

John requested that the new trees be watered by the schools.  Mr. Moore agreed to have the gator bags filled and may have student involvement.

Chris stated that there may be an extra tree from the Briarwood Project.  Mr. Moore will go with Chris on Friday to find a location for the extra tree.
OLD BUSINESS

Fall 2013:    Marge stated that all the trees for the fall planting have been delivered.
S.O.P.:   Marge will distribute the SOP for review after the fall planting is completed.
Briarwood:  The locations for the new trees have been marked by Tom.  There is one extra tree.

Website:  Catherine will be updating the STC information on the Haddon Township Website.

NEW BUSINESS

Planning Board:  The topic of how the STC can get the Planning Board to require street trees for all redevelopment or development projects will be tabled until the next meeting.  John also wants to discuss curb strips being filled with concrete.
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Pear Rust:  Derrick is tracking the trees and progression of pear rust.  He has requested that the commissioners check the trees in their areas.
CEU’s:  Chris needs to know if any members have completed CEU’s for 2013.  Nick Turse and Paul Mitros will be attending the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference at the end of October.
Online/Website:  Tree requests made online through HT’s website will be tabled until next meeting.

Enforcement/Violations:  208 Hampton Avenue – no issue; 504 E. Cuthbert Boulevard – no issue;  206 Toledo Avenue – thrown out due to Hurricane Sandy; 401 Fern Avenue – thrown out due to Hurricane Sandy.

Violation Report:  Tabled until next meeting.

By-Laws:  Tabled until next meeting.

MEMBER COMMENTS
Please remember to copy Chris on all completed evaluations.
ADJOURNMENT
John motioned to adjourn.  Marge seconded. Meeting adjourned.
