 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

OCTOBER 23, 2013
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, October 23, 2013 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present
Catherine Turcich 
Present
Derrick Maley
 
Present
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Absent-Excused
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

The agenda was adjusted to address to public comments first.
MINUTES
Derrick Maley motioned to approve Minutes from the September 25, 2013 meeting.  Marge Howley seconded.  Minutes approved.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

226 Morgan Avenue:  The residents from 226 Morgan Avenue attended the meeting to inquire about the process of having a curb tree evaluated for removal.  The residents stated the tree was leaning and they received a notice from PSE&G that the tree should be removed.  Derrick explained the variables of why some times trees lean.  John Nystedt explained the STC’s tree evaluation process.  The residents also want to be included for future tree plantings.  Derrick also explained the workload for Dept. of Public Works for tree removal, including stalk and stump.  The tree will be assessed by STC.
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500 Block of Avondale:   Two residents from the 500 Block of Avondale attended the meeting to inquire about the process of having new trees planted on their street.  Longtime residents from 504 and 509 Avondale Avenue explained that at one time the street was completely tree lined and beautiful.  The STC discussed the request process to be added for trees and also encouraged the residents to plant trees using the STC’s approved species list.  The commissioners also volunteered to help in the tree selection process.
OLD BUSINESS

Fall 2013:    Marge reported that all the trees purchased in the fall were planted.  Catherine Turcich arranged for the 3” diameter Acer Saccharum “Majesty” to be picked up at the Hopewell Nursery by volunteers from the Westmont Fire Department and planted with the help of Dept. of Public Works on Tuesday, October 22nd at the Westmont Fire Department. 
S.O.P.:   Marge distributed the draft SOP for managing the tree plantings.  A discussion ensued on whether to number the street locations for accuracy in planting.  The commission will try using numbers and labeling each tree with the location address.
Planning Board:  Tabled

Briarwood Avenue:  The locations for the new trees on Briarwood Avenue have been marked by Tom.  As of this meeting, the trees were not planted.  The trees for Toledo Avenue have not been planted.  Chris will contact Greg Fusco for an update.

Flag Salute:  Tabled

Website:  Catherine completed updating the information for the Haddon Township website and the new information is posted.

Pear Rust:   Derrick reported that the Bradford Pear trees removed on King Avenue were removed too late to prevent the spores from spreading to other trees.  Derrick and Paul have been tracking the spread of pear rust throughout New Jersey Avenue and Cooper River Park.  Derrick is mapping trees infested.  Juniper hosts pear rust and the spores  are spread to the Bradford Pears.
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CEU’s:  Paul will complete Core Training this weekend.  Please email Chris if you have taken any courses to earn CEU’s.  The deadline for courses is December 31, 2013.
Online/Website:  Tom Potterfield said there was information published in the last issue of the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation pamphlet.  Tom will obtain more information.

NEW BUSINESS

Promote Private Property Trees:   It was discussed that Kate Burns has the capabilities to do an email blast regarding tree plantings.  We would consider using this means of communication to the public in the future.  Catherine will continue to work with Kate on the Haddon Township Website to transfer STC information and links, currently found under Dept. of Public Works, to be linked with “Commissions” and under “Shade Tree Commission” on the Haddon Township website.
Enforcement/Violations:  Lumberjack pruned a tree on Morgan Avenue.  After discussion, John motioned to send letter to Lumberjack to invite the owner to the next STC meeting to discuss pruning without a permit and possible court summons.  Marge seconded.  All attending members in favor.   Betty Band will send the warning letter.
Violation Report:  Derrick will email form to all members.

By-Laws:  Tabled.

913 Mansion Avenue:  Group discussed the sidewalk issues at 913 Mansion Avenue.  Derrick commented that because a qualified contractor (Mag Concrete) explained to the STC why the sidewalk could not be fixed and the safety issue it imposes the committee decided to vote.  The tree is also a declining Silver Maple on the banned tree list.  Derrick motioned to remove the tree on the right side of the driving looking at the house from the street.  Catherine seconded.  All attending members voted yes to removed, except John who abstained.

Derrick will mark the tree for removal by Dept. of Public Works.  Derrick will explain the tree removal process.

John motioned that the homeowner at 913 Mansion Avenue plant a new tree.  Marge seconded.  All attending members voted yes.
120 Denver Avenue:    Discussion of invasive Bradford Pears trees damaging the sidewalk.  John motioned that homeowner can have the two Bradford Pears removed at their expense due to sidewalk issues.   The trees must be replaced immediately with two trees from the STC approved species list.  Marge seconded.  All attending members voted 
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yes to remove and replace, except Derrick who abstained.  John will send letter to homeowner.
MEMBER COMMENTS
John presented the Master Plan for the Environmental Center.  Chris motioned the STC supports the Master Plant for the Environmental Center.  Derrick seconded.  All attending members voted yes, except John who abstained.
ADJOURNMENT
John motioned to adjourn.  Marge seconded. Meeting adjourned.
