 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

NOVEMBER 28, 2012
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, November 28, 2012 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Robert Herbstritt       
Present
Chris Squazzo

Present
Catherine Turcich 
Present
Derrick Maley
 
Present
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present 
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Robert (Bob) Herbstritt at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes read Sunshine Law and took roll.
MINUTES
Derrick (Rick) Maley motioned to approve Minutes from the October 24th meeting.  Catherine Turcich seconded.  Minutes approved.
AGENDA

The following topics were added to the agenda:  fall planting, violations, annual notice of meetings, evaluations, county grants and tree removals.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
No attendees from the public.
OLD BUSINESS
Paul Cowie & Associates:  Bob reported that Paul Cowie has not submitted the final 5 year plan.  Bob will contact Paul and let him know the final plan must be submitted by December 7th.  It is imperative the plan is submitted on-time to the State.
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County Road Trees:   Chris Squazzo spoke with Sam Martello from Camden County Department of Public Works.  All the particulars have not been completed at this time but the tree work will continue through Camden County DPW.   The STC will provide a list of trees marked for removal.  Chris will arrange a meeting with Sam Martello and Jim Stevenson, Superintendent of Haddon Township of Public Works.
Fall 2012 Planting:  Due to the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and leaf season, DPW stopped planting the trees.  Planting will resume within the next few weeks.  DPW requested the STC organize a volunteer planting day.  John will discuss at the STC meeting on January 23, 2013.
NEW BUSINESS
Evaluation Assignments:  John requested notification/reminders of assignments for tree evaluations.  Betty will highlight assignments not yet completed and email to all STC Commissioners on a monthly basis.  Commissioners with high backlogs should notify other Commissioners for assistance.
812 W. Redman Avenue:  The resident left a message on the STC voice mail, but the tree had not been accessed.  Someone from the STC will access the tree.

228 Memorial Avenue:  The tree planted in front of 228 Memorial Avenue has been pruned without a permit.  The STC will pursue filing a complaint/fine against the homeowner.

STC Ordinance:  Rick discussed the STC Ordinance and the power given to the STC to enforce replacement cost of trees (trees located on township property and curb trees) removed without the STC’s approval.  Rick and Chris will meet with the Township’s Prosecutor to determine how the STC should proceed.  Presently, two trees have been removed due to structural damage to curb trees and two trees were pruned without permits.  John reiterated that pruning done without a permit is only subject to a fine.  The tree pruned at 401 Fern Avenue is no longer viable and will need to be removed at some point.  
MEMBER COMMENTS 
No additional comments at this time.
ADJOURNMENT
John motioned to adjourn.  Rick seconded. Meeting adjourned.
