 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

JUNE 26, 2013
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, June 26, 2013 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Absent-Excused
Catherine Turcich 
Present
Derrick Maley
 
Present
John Nystedt

Present
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Absent-Excused
Paul Mitros                 Present 
Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Derrick Maley at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

The agenda was adjusted to have the public addressed first.  John also requested county owned trees be added to the agenda.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Francine Tryka, West Collingswood Civic Association, attended to discuss the trees in the park.  Francine reiterated her understanding that the Shade Tree Commission (STC) has jurisdiction over the trees and wants to keep an open line of communication regarding the maintenance of existing trees and planting of new trees.  It was discussed that in the past she was not notified of tree work being completed in the park and does not want this to happen again.  In representing the West Collingswood Civic Association, she stressed the need for open dialogue with the STC regarding all intentions for the park.  The association celebrates Earth Day the first Saturday in May and wants to incorporate planting a tree to be dedicated for birthdays.   John Nystedt explained the procedures for planting trees which include a permit and choosing species from the approved STC Tree List.  Catherine volunteered to help Francine with choosing the correct species of trees.
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Leftover trees from the Fall 2012 planting were planted in the park.  Francine requested gator bags on the new trees and volunteered to keep the bags filled with water.  Catherine will put the gator bags on the trees.  The amelanchier trees that were planted are flowering trees.   Francine envisions plates to identify the trees and to encourage community involvement. 

MINUTES
Tom Potterfield motioned to approve Minutes from the May 29th, 2013 meeting.  Paul Mitros seconded.  John abstained. Minutes approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Spring 2013 Planting: There are still trees that have not been planted.
2013 Budget:  The 2013 Budget has not been approved as of this meeting.

CSIP 2013 Grant:  Chris was not at the meeting to update.
Briarwood Avenue Phase II:  Tom evaluated the trees on Briarwood Avenue and sent the results to Greg Fusco, Township Engineer.  At this time, Greg has not responded.
Standardized Operating Procedure (SOP):  An SOP will be completed by John and Marge for tree planting.
CEU: To be discussed at the next meeting.

Westmont Fire House:  Tabled until August 28th meeting.

Crystal Lake Pool:  The STC has decided not to treat the sycamore trees at Crystal Lake Pool.

NEW BUSINESS
Bradford Pears: Diseased Bradford Pear trees have been identified on King Avenue.  Paul Mitros confirmed it is a fungal disease and forms spores on the trees.  Currently five trees have the fungus.  Derrick researched the disease but at this time there are no established guidelines on how to handle it.  There is a need to find out how to contain the fungus from spreading to other trees.  Initially, it was thought it could be spread through tools, now it is thought to be airborne.  The infected trees have orange spots. The infected trees 
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will be removed by the Dept. of Public Works.  It is recommended that all STC Commissioners check the trees in their assigned territories for the disease.
ENFORCEMENT/VIOLATION UPDATES
Underground Utilities:   Tabled until the August 28th meeting.

Violation Form:  Derrick will update the violation form.

MEMBER COMMENTS
County Trees:  John will draft a letter to the county to discuss the maintenance of the trees on county roads in Haddon Township.
ADJOURNMENT
Catherine motioned to adjourn.  Paul seconded. Meeting adjourned.
