 HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

JANUARY 25, 2012
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL

           


Robert Herbstritt       
Present
Chris Squazzo

Present

Catherine Turcich 
Present
Marge Howley     
Present

Derrick Maley
 
Present

John Nystedt

Present
Ryan Linhart

Present

Betty Brookes

Present

Meeting called to order by Robert (Bob) Herbstritt at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes read Sunshine Law and took roll.

GUEST ATTENDEES

Todd Wyckoff, Assistant Regional Forester, Community Forestry Program, New Jersey Dept. of Environmental Protection

Alexander McCartney, Forester, Community Forestry Program, New Jersey Dept. of Environmental Protection

Mayor Randall Teague, Township of Haddon

Jim Stevenson, Director of Public Works, Township of Haddon

AGENDA

Derrick Maley requested the Sunshine Law be discussed.
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Derrick Maley motioned to approve the Minutes from the November 23rd, 2011 meeting. Marge Howley seconded.  Minutes approved.

NEW BUSINESS
Sunshine Law:  Derrick open discussion regarding a recent article in the “Courier Post” regarding abiding to the Sunshine Law and the use of emails.  Mayor Teague recommended contacting the Township Solicitor.   Todd Wyckoff noted that all emails are saved as part of record keeping.

Arbor Day Celebration April 27th:  Catherine Turcich is project manager for the locations and identifying species for the Arbor Day Celebration.  Catherine reported that the location list is almost complete and the remaining planting letters will be sent out to residents by the end of the week (via Betty Brookes).  Todd commented that the species “wish list” at this point seems reasonable.  Evan Dilluvio, Community Forestry Program, NJDEP, will send the bids out for the trees.  The trees selected will be two sizes, small and large.  

Todd gave a brief narrative on the State’s celebration of Arbor Day that has grown since its inception 1949.  Part of the celebration will include the Arbor Day Art Contest and Tree City USA awards.  

Chris Squazzo will coordinate the volunteers from the Rohrer Middle School 8th grade class with Mr. Mulligan.  They have been participating with Tree City USA’s Arbor Day planting for the past several years.  Chris will be contacting the schools for volunteers.

A location for the space shuttle pine has not yet been determined.  The tree size will be from 4ft. to 12 ft.  Mayor Teague suggested planting the tree at the open space next to the Municipal Building.  There was a discussion of possibly planting the tree on school property for science.  Due to possible vandalism, both Mayor Teague and Jim Stevenson agree that the Municipal Building is the best location.
On April 27th, the volunteers will start planting the trees at 8:00 am farthest from the Crystal Lake Soccer Fields (where the tent will be setup).  The volunteers should be back to the tent by 11:00 am for the ceremony.
Jim recommended closing W. Park Boulevard for the ceremony.  There will be plenty of parking in the area.
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John Nystedt concurred planting the upland oak (white oak group) such as White Oak or Bur Oak, for the ceremonial tree, if available (assuming it would go in the raised planter on West Park Boulevard).  Todd said the State will provide between 75 and 100 trees depending on the bid results.  It was suggested that the Shade Tree Commission also seek donations of trees.  Betty Brookes will contact Jack Bruno, Haddon Township CFO, for information on collecting donations.  Chris has already reached out to Rutgers Nursery for tree donations.

Alexander McCartney will be in charge of the ceremony.  Alexander distributed handouts with sample letters and tentative ceremony timeline.  The brochure for the day will include a list of all supporters, partners and volunteer groups.  Lunch will be provided to all the volunteers, but donations of additional water, fruit and food is welcomed.
Catherine Turcich is the Project Manager for the trees, Ryan Linhart will aide with donations.   Doug Kelly and Kate Burns will be contacted for ideas on donations.  A list of all donations should be given to Alexander by April 2nd to be included in brochure.  Todd needs the list of locations and sizes as soon as possible.
Bob Herbstritt will be contacting the schools to provide entertainment.

Planting of trees and lunch is from 8:00 am to 11:00 am.  The ceremony starts at 11:00 am and will take approximately 90 minutes.  Mayor Teague volunteered to coordinate Township speakers at the ceremony and send formal letter inviting Governor Christie.
The Dept. of Public Works (DPW) will unload the trees at Crystal Lake Pool on Tuesday, April 24th.  The trees will be separated into piles, small and large.  On Wednesday, April 24th and Thursday, April 25th, DPW will place the trees at their locations and loosen the soil 1ft. to 2 ft.  Jim will use trailers to place the mulch near locations.  The State and DPW will provide wheel barrels.  The State will handle the purchase and delivery of the mulch.  The State will also provide gator bags.  The STC will have to collect the gator bags when finished and return to the State.  Alexander will provide spray paint to mark the tree locations.  
Todd stated Haddon Township was chosen to host Arbor Day for their ongoing achievements for sustainability.

ADJOURNMENT

Chris motioned to adjourn.  Derrick seconded.  Meeting adjourned.

