         HADDON TOWNSHIP SHADE TREE COMMISSION

MINUTES

DECEMBER 11, 2014
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Township of Haddon Shade Tree Commission held on Thursday, December 11, 2014 in the Haddon Township Environmental and Historical Center at 143 E. Ormond Avenue, Haddon Township, New Jersey.

Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place, and agenda. This has been done by placing an Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers, and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

           


Chris Squazzo

Present  
Catherine Turcich 
Absent - excused
John Nystedt

Absent - excused
Tom Potterfield
Present
Marge Howley
Present
Paul Mitros                 Present
Kevin Murphy

Present

Betty Brookes

Present
Meeting called to order by Chris Squazzo at 7:00 p.m.  Betty Brookes took roll and read Sunshine Law.  
AGENDA

Chris Squazzo added a tree on the 400 block of Briarwood for discussion.
MINUTES
Marge Howley motioned to approve Minutes from the October 22, 2014 meeting.  Kevin Murphy seconded.  Minutes approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Sustainable New Jersey: The Haddon Township Shade Tree Commission and Environmental Commission have been asked by Barb Prince to review grant opportunities from Sustainable New Jersey.  John Nystedt has a proposal for improvements to the Environmental Center.  After a discussion the Shade Tree Commission will review the information to determine eligibility for grants.  Possible 
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projects could be targeted planting, pruning, update computer software or creating an inventory of ash trees.
OLD BUSINESS

Spring 2015 Planting: The request for quotes for both the purchase of trees and planting of trees for spring 2015 were sent out in November.  Quotes for the purchase of trees were received from Tuckahoe, Hopewell, WinterSpring (American Native) and Fernbrook Nurseries.  The trees will be purchased from WinterSpring (American Native).  There were 11 (eleven) request for quotes for the planting of trees for spring 2015.  There were only two responses, one for New Jersey Tree Foundation and one from Trees Now who elected not to give a quote for this planting.  New Jersey Tree Foundation will be planting the trees. Marge and Chris explained the process of getting quotes for the spring 2015 planting.  Marge reviewed the results of the quotes with the commission and handed out the list of trees for the planting.  The next step is to make sure all residents were notified who will be having a tree planted in front of their residence in the spring.  Marge will check John Nystedt to verify his territory for planting has received a letter of notification.
Toledo Avenue:  The trees have been planted on Toledo Avenue.
Crystal Lake Soccer Field:  At this time no resolution has be completed for the acquisition and planting of trees on Crystal Lake Soccer Field.

Belmont Avenue:  Three trees were removed from Belmont Avenue, two approved and one was not approved during construction.  Through mitigation nine new trees will be planted on Belmont in the spring 2015.
September Open House at the Center:  Paul Mitros said there were only a few kids who participated.  He did give out trees and discussed planting.  Paul will run another open house next year.  Chris thanked Paul for his work.
Mayor and Commissioners Meeting:  Chris will speak Mayor Teague to see if the Shade Tree and Environmental Commissions can meet at the February 2015 Caucus meeting to discuss goals and achievements.  The Shade Tree Commission has formed a sub-committee to formulate a presentation for the Caucus meeting.  Chris, Marge and Paul volunteered to be on the sub-committee.  The sub-committee will meet on Thursday, January 8th, at 7:00 pm.
CEU’s /CORE 2014:  Kevin Murphy attended Core Training on October 24th.  Kevin stated that the speakers were very informative and well organized.  He said he gained a clear understanding of the administration, municipal side and the reason the Shade Tree 
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Commission was formed.  He discussed various presentations including the proper pruning of trees.  Kevin was also out with Chris evaluating trees.  

Tom Potterfield attended I-tree and inventory training at the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference.  Tom stated some of the training was more useful than other areas.  It was informative on how to work with volunteers.  He discussed how the information required for the inventory of ash trees should be scaled down to include only size and location.  The information can be recorded on paper forms.  The New Jersey Shade Tree Federation wants an inventory of ash trees because of the Emerald ash borer.  Data sets for street ash trees would provide information regarding the impact of the Emerald ash borer.  There was not enough information provided on developing a system for counting the trees.  Tom continue that to complete a basic inventory of ash trees would only require recording species, diameter at base height (DBH) and empty spaces.  I-tree only works on PC’s, which causes an issue for MAC users.  The website and training materials for I-tree is not up-to-date.  Tom thinks creating an inventory of ash trees is a doable project.  Tom suggests the project be started with counting the ash trees first in I-tree format.
Pin Oaks and Bacterial Leaf Scorch (BLS):  Tabled
Watering Trees/Buffalo:   The topic of watering the trees will be presented at the Mayor and Commissioners’ Caucus meeting in February.
Monthly/Quarterly E-Newsletters:  Tabled
Promote Private Property Trees:  Tabled
Enforcement/Violations:  A tree on the 400 block of Briarwood had roots cut as a result of PSE&G repairing a gas line.  Chris will discuss with PSE&G that the Shade Tree Commission needs to be notified when work is being done in the Township.  Tom and Chris will evaluate the tree and see if it needs to be removed.  If the tree needs to be removed, the STC will request PSE&G remove the tree.
Species List:  The fringe tree has been added to the approved species list.
Pear Rust:   Trees with pear rust will be removed depending on the severity of infestation.  The topic is now closed.
Planning Board:  Tabled
By-Laws:  Tabled
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MEMBER COMMENTS
None
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None
ADJOURNMENT
Marge motioned to adjourn.  Paul seconded. Meeting adjourned.
