 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD JULY 28, 2015
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, July 28, 2015, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.
Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present 
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson, Martin Blaskey, Kate Burns and Lee Palo were also present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on July 21, 2015 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
ORDINANCES:
The following ordinance was read by title:
#1334 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Capital Improvements and the 

              Acquisition of Capital Equipment in and for the Township of Haddon
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1336 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Capital Equipment for the Police 

              Department in and for the Township of Haddon

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1337 – Authorizing Salaries to be Paid to the Employees of the Township of Haddon

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1338 – Amending, Revising and Supplementing Chapter 142 Entitled, “Land Use and 

              Development”

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1339 – Adopting Certain Amendments to the Redevelopment Plan as Adopted by 

               Ordinance #1173 and any Subsequent Ordinances Thereto
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 25, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1340 – Authorizing the Township to Enter into a Second Amendment to 

               Redevelopment agreement for Dydee Redevelopment Plan Between the 

               Township and Fieldstone Associates, L.P. d/b/a Towne Center at Haddon 

               Urban Renewal, LLC 
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 25, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                              


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1341 – Authorizing and Approving a Financial Agreement between the Township 

               and Towne Center at Haddon Urban Renewal, LLC for property known as 

               Block 21.05, Lot 43 and Block 21.06, Lot 12 on the Official Tax Map of the 

               Township Pursuant to the Long Term Tax Exemption Law
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 25, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                              


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1342 – Amending, Revising and Supplementing Chapter 79 of the Code of the 

              Township of Haddon, Entitled “Animals”
Mayor Teague recommended that the section of the ordinance that allows a resident to have a goat be eliminated.  

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 25, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                              


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following ordinance was read by title
#1335 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Water/Sewer Improvements 
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 25, 2015, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                              


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
BUDGET RESOLUTIONS:
The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:
#2015-100 - RESOLUTION TO READ 2015 BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY 

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to open the public hearing for the 2015 Business Improvement District Budget, with all members affirmatively concurring:

There being no comments from the public for the 2015 Business Improvement District Budget, Commissioner Foley moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring.

The following Resolution for Adoption of the 2015 Business Improvement District Budget is approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:

#2015-101 – ADOPTION OF THE 2015 BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET


ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
RESOLUTIONS:

The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:
#2015-102 - Bill Resolution

#2015-103 - Authorizing Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various Other 
                       Adjustments and Deductions
#2015-104 – Refund Late Fee for Swim team to Jantorno

#2015-105 – Refund for Learn to Swim to Valiant

#2015-106 – Refund Pool Tags & Swim team Fee to Ebbenga

#2015-107 – Refund Learn to Swim to Lewis

#2015-108 – Refund Swim Team Fee to Potter

#2015-109 – Reimburse Senior Trip to Alvarez

#2015-110 – Certification of the Municipal Audit for YR Ending December 31, 2014

#2015-111 – Certification of the Business Improvement District Audit for YR Ending December 31, 
                      2014

#2015-112 – Renewal of Liquor Licenses for 2015/2016 

#2015-113 - Authorizing & Approving Professional Service with Triad for Affordable Housing 

                      Administrative Agent Services

#2015-114 – Appointment of Construction Official, Building Inspector & Sub-code Official

#2015-115 – Supporting the use of a “No Passing Zone” on U.S. Route 30 

#2015-116 – Approval of Change Order No. 1 for Restoration of Oneida Avenue

#2015-117 – Reimbursement for Cancelled Trip to Shultz

#2015-118 – Appointment of Seasonal Line Stripers

#2015-119 – Appointment of Summer Office Help

#2015-120 – Appointment of SLEO II – Joseph Sullivan

#2015-121 – Appointment of SLEO II – Michael Fountas, Jr.

#2015-122 – Imposing Lien on 10 E. Walnut

#2015-123 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 14 Marlborough Avenue

#2015-124 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 16 E. Cedar Avenue

#2015-125 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 26 E. Oakland Avenue

#2015-126 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 57 Strawbridge Avenue

#2015-127 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 101 Washington Avenue

#2015-128 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 205 Nicholson Road

#2015-129 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 401 Wilson Avenue

#2015-130 – Imposing Lien for Lawn Maint. – 1215 Eldridge Avenue

#2015-131 – Emergency Appropriation for W/S Utility Down Payment on Improvements
OTHER BUSINESS:
The following item was presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:
· Bingo License #01-2015 for Westmont Fire Co. #1

· Raffle License #08-2015 for Knights of Columbus, Santa Maria Council #1443

· Raffle License #09-2015 for Paul VI PTO & Alumni Association

· Raffle License #10-2015 & #11-2015 Strawbridge School PTA

REPORTS:

The following reports for June 2015 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 
There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
Mr. Allen Etish, Earp Cohn Law Firm – Mr. Etish came to the meeting this evening along with two members from Santa Fe Bar & Grill to continue to discuss parking issues which continue to exist along Haddon Avenue.  He reported that he was under direction to arrange a meeting between the Township and DRPA.    Mr. Etish stated he met with Mr. Hanson from the DRPA and the DRPA is interested in opening the lot behind Santa Fe Bar and Grill, Mr. Etish’s client’s business.  Mayor Teague responded that the Township would like to see the DRPA lots used for Township residents and businesses.   Mayor Teague further reported that there is an interest in moving forward but Mr. Hanson does not believe his commissioners will vote to move forward with it.  Mayor Teague comments that the benefit for additional parking for the Township outweighs the concerns.  Mr. Hanson will bring it up at the next DRPA meeting, probably in August, and see if they are interested and if they are, come up with parameters for a proposal.   Mr. Etish inquired as to why the new guy in town, Fieldstone, who is out of Princeton and not from this area, was approved for 3 parking spaces per 1000 square feet of retail space, but not approved for any other business in Haddon Township.  Mayor Teague suggested that Mr. Etish pose that question to the Planning Board.   
Mr. Matt McCarthy, Sustainable Haddon Township – Mr. McCarthy presented a report from Sustainable Haddon Township regarding the backyard chicken pilot program:

He requested the Pilot Chairperson submit the required documentation to earn points for the Sustainable Jersey Program and addressed humane concerns prior to program being instituted, such as what happens if you end up with a rooster instead of a hen, since gender is difficult to tell when they are chicks, mandate education program for chicken care, end of egg-laying life concerns and slaughter.

Tom Cassel, 1017 Belmont Avenue – Mr. Cassel requested a timeline for getting under construction with the Dydee Project.  The Mayor reported that we introduced an amendment this evening and we would vote on it next month, then it would go before the Planning Board in September for site plan approval.  The Township would then have to transfer the property to them; bonds would have to be issued, so optimistically construction would begin by the end of the year or by springtime.  Mr. Cassel reported that he has seen the pictures and they are unimpressive, boring at best.    Mr. Cassel asked if they would be dressing up the facades and if the people would have an opportunity to speak and make recommendations.  Mayor Teague responded that he believes that they are open to suggestions.  Mr. Cassel questions whether the water/sewer capacity is ready for 252 units without doing any additional work on the water/sewer.   Mr. Fusco reports that Fieldstone had to make improvements in their first site plan.  Mayor Teague responded that it would be Fieldstone’s responsibility.  Mr. Cassel wanted it on the record that Fieldstone’s numbers are too low for what they presented to be built.  He further commented that the town needs to make sure it is fully protected by having Fieldstone put up collateral.   Mayor Teague responded that RESGroup brought up that issue.  Mr. Cassel wanted to know what Treno would do for parking once this is built since on any given night they have overflow of 50 to 75 cars.    Mayor Teague responded that Treno rents parking spaces from the bank across the street and will probably have to rent more spaces and the Township is also looking into the DRPA parking.  Mr. Cassel believes that Patco is a public entity and all citizens are owners of those parking spaces and should be able to utilize them.  Mayor Teague reiterates that it comes down to liability concerns.  The Township needs to make sure the DRPA Commissioners are open to it and then a dialog can be started about parameters.   
Alyssa McHale, 308 Yale Road – Alyssa came to the meeting to tell the Mayor and Commissioners why she believes backyard chickens should be allowed in Haddon Township.  Alyssa presented three reasons why residents should be allowed to have chickens to the Mayor and Commissioners as follows:  Good source of health food, better for the environment and she loves animals and taking care of them.  
Melissa Knoerzer, 508 Homestead Avenue – Ms. Knoerzer reports that she wrote an e-mail to the Mayor and Commissioners earlier today and she was happy to hear that the ban was being lifted against owning chickens.  She was going to try an incorporate lifting the ban into her already busy schedule.  Ms. Knoerzer reports that she has fond memories of growing up in Sussex County playing with her friends chickens and gathering eggs from her friends chickens.  She currently has aunt, uncles and cousins who have chickens, some for eggs and some for meat.  She reports that when she brings her son, nieces and nephews to visit the chickens, her son immediately goes to the chickens and starts gathering eggs.  Ms. Knoerzer states that she believes it is important to teach children at a young age how to treat animals, where our food is from and how to live a healthy sustainable life.   She doesn’t believe that hens are any louder than other noises in the environment such as, dogs barking, birds chirping, owls hooting, or children playing in the neighborhood.  In addition, the pest control issue is significant.  She further reports that since her mom’s neighbor got chickens there has been a decrease in mosquitoes and ticks.  Ms. Knoerzer would be happy to volunteer to be on the Chicken Advisory Committee, help anyone else in the community or have children over to teach them about the chickens.  She points out that chickens are used by psychologist to help children adjust and used for the autism spectrum.  She reports the positives far outweigh the negatives.

Bernice Novicci, 333 Stratford Avenue – Ms. Novicci reports that she lives directly behind Ms. Baile and their properties are really small and it is unbelievable to her that this is going to be allowed.  She brought up a concern about sloping properties.  Ms. Novicci reports that Ms. Baile’s property slopes down onto her property.  She mentioned the previous owners, the Thurston, were very considerate and had some of the soil removed and it has been better through the years.  If we have chickens roaming with dirt and bacteria and the water is coming onto your property, what is the purpose of the coop if they are going to be allowed to roam?  Ms. Novicci asks if chicken owners are going to be required to put up a really nice fence.  I don’t want them around my 3 foot fence.  Commissioner Foley responded that the purpose of the coop is to have somewhere for them to stay at night.  He asks Gwenne to answer the questions being posed by Ms. Novicci.  Ms. Baile responds that the chickens would be in the coup at night to protect them from predators.  During the day they are in an enclosed run which is also very protected.  Commissioner Foley asked Ms. Baile if the chickens are allowed to be in the yard or are they limited to the coop during the day.  Ms. Baile points out that the run is attached to the coop.  Ms. Baile further comments that if an adult, 18 years old or older is in the yard, then the chickens can be allowed in the yard because they will follow the adult around when they are gardening because they want to eat the worms.  The chickens people have will not be flighty.  Ms. Baile also reports that if you clean your coop appropriately there is no way for contamination of any soil besides what is inside the coop and run which will be cleaned out on a regular basis.  Commissioner Foley commented that the Township will be listening to the neighbors.  The idea of the Pilot Program is to give this a chance.  Ms. Novicci reiterates that cleanliness is her concern.   Ms. Novicci mentions that she has lived in Haddon Township for 65 years and around that time chickens were prohibited in the Township and wanted to know why and what will allowing chickens do to properties.  Mayor Teague points out that he doesn’t know why chickens weren’t allowed at that time, but points out that times have changed, there are pesticides in food and people are concerned that many of the diseases developing later in life could be caused by what is being put in the food and people are concerned and want to eat healthier and live a sustainable life.  This is a compromise to see how it works out.  He further points out that maybe there wasn’t a limit on the number of chickens in the past and maybe there weren’t any controls in place.  We are helping to control it so there won’t be an impact.  The idea is to try and make lives better.  Ms. Novicci further points out that many people are not aware of this program and she believes that everyone should have a say and be notified.  Mayor Teague responds that this issue has been discussed by multiple boards and commissions, Ms. Baile has been to many meetings discussing this issue and the more we discuss it, the more it gets publicized.  The Mayor states that we have to discuss it again next month.  He further states that only 25 households will be allowed to have chickens and most people in the Township won’t be living near chickens and won’t even know about this program.  We proposed this program for one year and we will be listening to the neighbors of residents that have chickens.  

Susan Ficara, 109 Cooper Street – Ms. Ficara read a letter from Kathleen Stewart of 1019 Belmont Avenue.  Ms. Stewart has been a resident of Haddon Township since 2012 and she writes that as a former veterinarian assistant and an animal science major who toiled many hours on working farms, she is well prepared for the upkeep and maintenance of chickens.  She further writes that she has been in contact with Ms. Baile over the past year and has seen her develop this into a well supported initiative, one that is guaranteed to be very successful.  She reports that she will be at the meeting in August to answer any questions and dispel any myths that have been posted to social media.
Lorraine Miller, 41 E. Cuthbert Blvd. – Ms. Miller came to the meeting to ask the Mayor and Commissioners if they have considered recycling container with wheels since older people struggle with the current containers.  Mayor Teague responds that the Township looked into recycling containers with wheels several years ago and the cost analysis did not favor going in that direction.  She asked if the Township would consider allowing residents to purchase containers on wheels.  Mayor Teague asks Mr. Stevenson if this would be an issue.  Mr. Stevenson responds that the containers would have to be small enough for one person to pick up and empty.  Commissioner Foley suggested that the containers be labeled recyclables in case the content is low and the trash men can’t see what is in them.  Ms. Miller recommended that the Township consider a family bathroom at the Crystal Lake Pool and she cites two different incidences, one being that her husband was in the shower and men were bringing in their little girls and her son-in-law was in the bathroom and a woman came in to assist her son.  Ms. Miller states that she feels this is inappropriate.
John Smith, 237 Highland Avenue – Mr. Smith commented on an issue brought up by Mr. Cassel regarding parking and Patco due to alcohol that is being served in Haddon Township restaurants.  He further points out that considering that Haddonfield and Collingswood is dry people can still take their own drinks and nobody is monitoring what they are drinking but in Haddon Township it is being monitored by a bartender and/or waitresses.  Mayor Teague responds that the Township brought that issue up to Patco but they’ve had specific incidences of things that have happened.  Mr. Smith asks when Fieldstone is going to pay the Township for the property they are acquiring.  The Mayor responds that once the litigation is over and approvals are given, then they are required to pay.  Township would receive the payment prior to the property being turned over to them.

 Barbara Thomas, Collingswood –  Ms. Thomas thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for taking the lead for a sustainable future by considering allowing the residents to have chickens and she thinks it time for food sovereignty to be returned to the residents and she hopes that Collingswood will be the next to follow.
Katy Rawdon, Haddonfield – Ms. Rawdon thanked the Commissioners and the Township of Haddon for taking the lead on an issue very much related to sustainability.  She reported that there are a lot of people in Haddonfield that would like to have chickens and they are hoping the Haddon Township Pilot Chicken Program can serve as a model for surrounding towns.  
Pat & Harry Heulings, 1110 Linwood Avenue – Mrs. Heulings started out by thanking the Mayor and Commissioners for allowing the Pilot Program to move forward then continued by reading a letter from John & Dawn Nystedt of 77 Akron Avenue.  The letter reads that they are encouraged that the Township is considering passing an ordinance allowing chickens. The Nystedts wrote, hopefully they can qualify for the pilot program and thereafter.  They would love to harvest fresh eggs, use the food scraps for feed, and utilize the chicken droppings for fertilizer for their vegetable garden.  Passing the ordinance would be another feather in the cap of the Township moving towards more sustainability.  Mr. Heulings also thanked the Commissioners and reported he has lived in Haddon Township all his life and as a young child he would always fish in Newton Creek and now it is a mess with all the algae built up.  He is under the impression that the algae build up is caused by all the feed and weed chemicals that people put on their lawns.  He’s hoping that allowing chickens and moving towards sustainability will change people’s minds about putting all those chemicals on their lawns.
Lisa Murphy, 1122 Newton Avenue –  Ms. Murphy reported that this is the second time she has been here to discuss chickens and initially she supported it but did not want chickens but since then she has read about chickens and has seen the Martha Stewart video on chickens.  She reports that she has signed up for the pilot and her neighbor came with her this evening to support her and she is even taking the class so she can babysit the chickens when Ms. Murphy’s family goes on vacation.
Jack Glazebrook, 433 E. Melrose Avenue – Mr. Glazebrook reported in reference to the Fieldstone Project that he is committed to putting an aggregation of views together and then presenting it to the Township in the form of case studies from other towns that have made successful development out of their main streets and not putting his own personal views on it.  Mr. Glazebrook asks the Mayor when he wants to meet.  Mayor Teague said we should try to meet sooner rather than later, within the next three weeks.  Mayor Teague responds that it might be a good idea to meet with Fieldstone prior to opening it up too much so we can see what parameters they are required to follow.  Mr. Glazebrook points out that the people he has been speaking with have a background in urban development and engineering just to make sure we get as many expert opinions as possible.  Mr. Glazebrook reported that he is not seeking to raise chickens in his back yard but believes this goes to moving the town forward.   He believes everything the Commissioners are doing is well received.  He reports that those that are not concerned with food should watch, Food Inc.  Those that question home values, the Township has to compete with Haddonfield and Collingswood by being progressive and vibrant and this will only help to increase home values.  Mr. Glazebrook finally encourages anyone to check their neighbors’ lawns that use fertilizers and weed killers before they worry about run-off from chickens.

Ellen Welcome and Vivia, Audubon – Vivia reports that she lives in Audubon and has three chickens and they lay three eggs a day and are so cute, especially when they are babies.  Vivia thinks that one day she will have more chickens and thinks everyone in the room should have chickens, too.  Ellen Welcome from Audubon brought pictures of their chicken coop and wanted everyone to see the size of the coop, size of the run, and the size of their yard.  The picture shows the chicken coop in the back corner of the yard and it doesn’t take up much space.  Ms. Welcome reports that they value their 3 organic eggs a day.  She states that they’ve had chickens for little over a year and they have enjoyed the experience.

Beth Wilkinson, 1200 Walnut Avenue – Ms. Wilkinson asked the Mayor and Commissioners if the Pilot Study is set as is or is their room for flexibility.  Mayor Teague points out that any substantial changes require re-introduction.  Ms. Wilkinson comments that the setback is 20 feet from habitual space and not from the property line.  If someone has a patio at the back of their lawn, they could have a chicken coop right next to it.  She suggested the Township consider a setback from the property line instead.  Mr. Riso responds that this ordinance does not trump any existing zoning setbacks and variances can be applied for so each situation is unique.  Ms. Wilkinson asked if there are conditions in place for violations.  Mayor Teague responded that the commission will address the issues initially and if those issues are not corrected then they would go to the compliance officer.  She asked if they considered an alternate recourse.  Mayor Teague responded that there is neighbor dispute.  She wanted to know who will assess the Pilot Study.  Mayor Teague responded that the he along with the Commissioners will assess the study based on feedback and legitimate neighbor complaints.
Patrick McDevitt, Monroe Township – Mr. McDevitt reported that he is working on this issue in his town.  He thanked the Mayor and Commissioners and applauded them for the steps they are taking.  Mr. McDevitt further reported that he has been to several town meetings like this one and he believes a lot of towns are just waiting for another town to take the initiative with this program.  He reported that he is on the Environmental Commission in his town as well as the contact for Sustainable Jersey and they are in support of this program. 
Troy Sterling, Williamstown, NJ – Mr. Sterling reported that he came to this meeting to support Ms. Baile and thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for taking the initiative.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall reported that the article in the Retrospect worked out nicely on the 104th Birthday of Mrs. Adamski, the oldest resident in Haddon Township and a very sweet lady.  He mentioned that a newsletter was supposed to go out with an article about residents/business owners being responsible for upkeep of sidewalks and curbs, and cutting the weeds and trees along those areas.  Mayor Teague responds that Ms. Burns is working on the newsletter and that information has been included and it should go out to the residents/business owners shortly.  Mr. Kendall believes that people do not realize they are responsible for the curbs/sidewalks along their property.    Mayor Teague states that if the newsletter doesn’t help that the Township might have to send out Ms. Band, the Compliance Officer to follow-up.  Mr. Kendall points out that at the old Sen Han location, there is an area that there is no sidewalk and there is just a hole which is unsightly and dangerous.   Mr. Kendall reminds that Mayor and Commissioners that they wanted him to come to a meeting around this time and remind them to get in touch with PSE&G to get future Christmas lights around the telephone poles.  Commissioner Dougherty responds that Ms. Burns is working on getting solar lights.  Mr. Kendall reported that he is looking forward to the upcoming gala for the 150th Anniversary and hearing more information about the event.  Mayor Teague reports that the gala is to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the town with a music festival which will feature Haddon Avenue businesses.  The Avenue will be closed and they expect the event to be very nice and well attended. 
Gwenne Baile, 24 Hampton Road – Ms. Baile acknowledges everything the Mayor & Commissioners have done for the chicken pilot.  She knows that this will work and she will be stricter, as well as her group, then the Town’s people.   Ms. Baile reports that they currently have 10 families that meet the criteria set up in the ordinance.  The class is scheduled for September 30th at 7 PM at the Camden County Environmental Commission in Cherry Hill.    Ms. Baile invites the Township Officials as well as the governing body to this class.  She reports the class should be 2 ½ hours or more.  She further points out that there could be people that attend this class and decide to wait before getting chickens; this is what happened after the class last April.  The class is taught by Maureen Breen.  Ms. Baile concluded by thanking the Mayor & Commissioners for their time, effort and patience. 
John Landgraf, 1018 Belmont Avenue – Mr. Landgraf wanted to know who is responsible for manholes that sink?  Mr. Stevenson responds that it depends on where they are located. Mr. Landgraf mentions a pothole on Cuthbert Road.   Mr. Stevenson points out that potholes on Cuthbert Road are the responsibility of the county.  Mr. Landgraf will provide the Township with a list of manholes that are an issue.  Mr. Landgraf mentions a sinkhole in front of his house that he has called about several times.  It was filled a couple months ago but it is an issue again.   He reported that they marked out what they were going to do and on two corners they went back further then they had to go.  He stated that they stopped before the hole in front of his house.  They informed Mr. Landgraf that they stopped because that was all they were allowed to do.  They filled it up but it continues to be an issue.  They just repaved Park Avenue and right at the bend, there are two areas that were dug up by PSE&G and now re-patched.  When coming around the corner, the left hand front tire hits the hole.  Mayor Teague points out that PSE&G fills the holes but they settle out and then need to be refilled which takes them a while to come back and do.    Mr. Landgraf informs the Commissioners that he was against the chickens the first time and he is still against the chickens.  Mr. Landgraf doesn’t like the word progressive being used in reference to the chickens because he feels it is actually a conservative way of doing things. 
There being no further comments, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 8:26 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
July 28, 2015
                        
      




BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
____________________________

Dawn M. Pennock, Municipal Clerk






 








___________________________                      

Randall W. Teague, Mayor
  

         




___________________________









John C. Foley, Commissioner








___________________________









Paul Dougherty, Commissioner















M07282015

