 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD JUNE 24, 2014
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, June 24, 2014, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.
Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present 
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson, Martin Blaskey, Jack Bruno, Lee Palo, Kevin Frenia, Betty Band and Kate Burns were also present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on June 17, 2014 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
ORDINANCES:
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1318 – CALENDAR YEAR 2014 – ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.


ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1319 - REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFUNDING OF THE TOWNSHIP'S OUTSTANDING CALLABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2006, DATED APRIL 15, 2006; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO $6,500,000 OF GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, TO FINANCE THE COSTS THEREOF; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on July 15, 2014, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
BUDGET RESOLUTIONS:

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-094 – Resolution to Read the 2014 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget by Title Only.

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-095 – Resolution to Read the Business Improvement District Budget by Title Only.

2nd Reading/Public Hearing of the 2014 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget:

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to open the public hearing for the 2014 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget, with all members affirmatively concurring.

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, will all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-096 – Adoption of the 2014 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye
The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, will all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-097 – Adoption of the 2014 Business Improvement District Budget
RESOLUTIONS  
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively 
concurring:
#2014-098 - Bill Resolution

#2014-100 – Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various 

                     Other Adjustments and Deductions

#2014-101 – Renewal of 2014/2015 Liquor Licenses

#2014-102 – Approval of Independence Day Fireworks

#2014-103 – Approval of Change Order No. 2 for Roof Construction at the Municipal Bldg.

#2014-104 – Award Contract for Dump Truck

OTHER BUSINESS:
Mayor Teague reported that Audubon Park has made an offer of $3,500 on the Old Senior Bus.  He further commented that he knows the Business Improvement District had discussions on utilizing it.  The Mayor asked Stuart Platt, Esq. if the Township needs to advertise.   Mr. Platt responded he is conflicted and unable to offer an opinion. Mr. Stevenson informed the Mayor that the bus is valued at $1,500 to $2,000.  Commissioner Foley requested we check with a different attorney before we advertise.
The following item was presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:
· Authorization to go out to bid for emergency repairs involving road work, sewer, water etc.
REPORTS:

The following reports for May 2014 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 
There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
John Sandone, 21 Reeve Avenue – Mr. Sandone wanted to know what the issues are on the bus that couldn’t be overcome.  The Mayor reported it would require additional insurance, maintenance, and a bus driver.  Mr. Sandone commented that if we sold the bus to someone that already has a taxi license as referenced by Ms. Burns, then we could contract with them at a reduced rate.  The Mayor informed Mr. Sandone that the Township already does that by contracting out to independent bus companies for Township events and he prefers the liability be on the independent contractor then on the Township.  Mr. Sandone further reported that with all the Dydee issues over the last couple months involving retail or no retail, opinions and numbers thrown around, there are actually only a few vacant retail spaces and those spaces are vacant as a consequence of the store owners decision.    Mr. Sandone believes that the Township should not allow Fieldstone to make comments that are inaccurate, such as the retail space is unrentable, without disputing them.   The Mayor responded that in actuality Fieldstone is saying it is a financial issue.  In Fieldstone’s opinion, to put retail in that space they would have to take out individual units and they need individual units to make it work.  The Mayor further commented that the Township hired an independent objective analyst that specializes in this type of financial analysis.  This firm will report to us and inform us if Fieldstone is right or if Fieldstone is wrong.  Mr. Sandone commented that he is an independent objective person, and he has looked at the space without the parking requirement and the impact on 8 acres is only a little  more than ½ acre, if Fieldstone doesn’t want to build the retail then there will be 5 people that would buy that space for $800,000.  The Mayor responded that Fieldstone is required to pay the Township the amount the Township acquired the property at and the amount you mentioned is a lot less.

Joshua Berry, 122 Geneva Avenue – Mr. Berry requested a procedural update on Fieldstone.  The Mayor reiterated that the Township hired an independent company that specializes in this type of financial analysis to look at all the numbers.  The firm will present the Township with a financial analysis.  If the numbers don’t make sense then we have to move in a direction that the numbers make sense for everyone.  Mr. Berry wanted to know if the Township has a timeline on the financial analysis.  The Mayor responded that we should receive a response within the next few weeks.  The Mayor also reported that we are still in negotiations with Fair Share Housing for offsite units.  Fair share has challenged the numbers that came out and that is in flux too.  Mr. Berry commented that he believes that some pieces of the settlement don’t have anything to do with COAH.  He reviewed the 2011 Planning Board Minutes and there was no mention of structured parking but there was a discussion on condo vs. apartments.  Fieldstone knew in 2008 that the plan was not feasible and they put the plan through anyone with the belief that it could be amended.   He further commented that when the Township does the financial analysis the plan might not be everything that Fieldstone wants.  The Mayor reminded Mr. Berry that Fieldstone has final site plan approval and the only reason to consider an amendment is because of Fair Share Housing and the amount of money being spent on these lawsuits.   The Mayor further commented that there are 3 parties involved in the litigation, the Township, Fieldstone and Fair Share Housing.  All parties need to be happy.  The final comment by the Mayor was that we are looking to settle this litigation because it is draining on the Township.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall reported that the Senior Gala that we had with Audubon Park was very nice.  He requested any updates on the Westmont Theatre.  The Mayor responded that an application is being put together by LazGor to go before the State to make change on the interior of the Theatre based upon an interested entity that has plans on what they would like the interior to look like.   Mr. Kendall wanted to know how much it costs to renew a liquor license.  The clerk responded that it cost $1250 or $1450 depending on the type of license and $200 fee payable to the State.   He asked if the senior bus is no longer in effect for seniors.  The Mayor responded that the Township has a new bus and a new bus driver since Ted retired.  He further inquired as to Garden State Motors in the Extension.   The Mayor responded that he hasn’t heard anything regarding Garden State Motors in the Extension.  Mr. Kendall asked Commissioner Foley about the Bus Stops on Black Horse Pike.  Commissioner Foley reported that a resolution was adopted as required by the State; the resolution was mailed to them and that was the last step before the bus stop could be moved.  Mr. Kendall finally asked about the County and how much of Nicholson Road is being paved and he recommended that at the next Senior Gala there be breaks in the singing.

There being no further comments, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, will all members affirmatively concurring:

#2014-105 – Closed Session Re:  Police Contract

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 8:09 PM with all members voting in the affirmative.
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