MINUTES OF A CAUCUS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD ON JULY 15, 2014,

 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
[image: image1.wmf]
A caucus meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, July 15, 2014 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place and agenda.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, Mark Cavallo, Jim Stevenson, Martin Blaskey, Lee Palo, Betty Band and Kate Burns were present.  
ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN PRESENTATION BY JOHN NYSTEDT 
FOR THE HADDON TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 24, 2014 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative. 

ORDINANCE FOR 2ND READING/PUBLIC HEARING:

At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1319 - Refunding Bond Ordinance


Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing on the Ordinance would be open at this time, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
There being no discussion on the matter, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the hearing be closed.  Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Ordinance be adopted and recorded in the Ordinance Book for the Commissioners to sign.


ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague

Aye

                               


Commissioner Foley

Aye

                               


Commissioner Dougherty
Aye

ORDINANCES: (For consideration July 22, 2014) 

RESOLUTIONS (for Adoption this Evening)
The following resolutions were approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting affirmatively:

#2014-106 – Award of Briarwood Phase III Base Bid and Proposal No. 1
#2014-107 - Appointing and Approving Various Services in Connection with Block 

                      21.10, Lots 28, 29 & 30
RESOLUTIONS (for consideration July 22, 2014)
#2014-108 - Bill Resolution 
OTHER BUSINESS: (for consideration July 22, 2014)

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Greg Fusco, PE reviewed the Engineer’s Report for July 15, 2014.  

Public Works, Water/Sewer Department: - Mr. Stevenson reported that the contractor has mobilized some storm inlets and manhole repairs and that the intersection on E. Melrose and Windsor were done last week.  They are currently working on manholes on Crystal Lake Avenue which requires traffic control, which worked well into the police schedule.  Next will be the manhole on E. Clinton and several other storm inlets that need repair which will be an ongoing project.  There are a number of sink holes along Center Street, which were done as emergencies and most of those have been repaired.  Mr. Stevenson further reports that restoration of streets will take place shortly.  He met with NJ DEP today, everything went well and he believes they will consider removing the administrative consent order.    There are a number of road projects in the next phase which will be started as soon as the capital money becomes available.  Public Works is currently saw cutting and replacing concrete on multiple streets.  The Mayor asked if Toledo was being paved this week.  Mr. Fusco responded that paving will take place on Friday, weather pending.
Tax Assessor:  Mr. Blaskey reported the Tax Assessor’s Office started doing inspections for added assessments and they are going to generate those numbers that will be used for added assessments.
BID/Town Events:  Ms. Burns reported that the Civic Celebration will be showing a movie this Thursday Night at 7 PM (gates open) at Recchino Field, which was People’s Choice; the movie chosen was “The Lego Movie”.  She further reported that she is in the planning stages of the Annual Luau and Haddon Township Block Party to be held in September.  Ms. Burns reported that she is starting to fill out all the necessary paperwork for permits for the County and State.  Ms. Burns reported that under the bid she is moving forward with façade grants and securing the three bids necessary for each business to continue the work.  The Ritz Theatre opened up last week with Young Frankenstein.  Ms. Burns reported that she will be meeting with the Ritz Board next Wednesday due to 2015 being the 30th Anniversary of the Theatre.  They want to celebrate and get the message out to the town.  Striping has proceeded and Ms. Burns thanks Mr. Fitzgerald who has started with the new line stripers.   It’s a cost savings to the bid instead of hiring a private contractor.  The website is up-to-date as of today per Ms. Burns.  Commissioner Foley requested Tony’s Run be added to the website before the end of the month.  Commissioner Foley further commented that the race will be held the last Wednesday of August and it is shaping up to be a big event.
Compliance Officer – Ms. Band reported working with the preservation properties in town.  There are four properties pending in court and the police continue helping with identifying owners of abandoned properties.  Public Works has been doing the cutting of the properties that can’t be identified.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

· 2014 Salary Ordinance

· General Capital Bond Ordinance

· W/S Capital Bond Ordinance

· Police Capital Bond Ordinance

· Old Senior Bus

· Appointment of Insurance Broker

· Chapter 159 Clean Communities

· Appointment of Right to Know Coordinator

· Certification of Audit for YR Ending 2013

· Refund for Fees for Swim team/Learn to Swim for Multiple Individuals

· Appointment of Line Stripers

· Award of Telephone System

· New York Life Whole Life Policies

· Ratification of Police Contract

· Refund Parking Permit (unused)

Mayor Teague commented that since the Township’s insurance is due for renewal in September it is the perfect time to RFQ for Insurance Broker and Administrator.  The Mayor further recommends that the RFQ should state that multiple bids will be attempted to be procured by the broker and since the state has been pursuing the Township to look into the State Health Plan, he further requested that Ms. Band contact the state to get the procedure for obtaining a bid.  Commissioner Dougherty requested that Betty Band coordinate with Brian of Conner Strong & Buckelew to get this done.

Commissioner Foley reported that he was approached by Chief Cavallo two weeks ago with the request that we not restructure the police department but return to the previous structure.  In 2007 we had the inception of the position of Police Captain in the police department and with the retirement of Captain Tagmire the Township did not reappoint a Police Captain but appointed two Lieutenants.  It was the Chief’s belief that the Chief-Captain structure was a better fit at that time and he wants the Township to consider appointing a Captain at next week’s meeting.  It will cost around $4,000 more and he has put it out for consideration to get applications.  Commissioner Foley further points out that the ideal candidates will be one of the two Lieutenants.  

Commissioner Dougherty requested that the audit be placed on next week’s agenda for approval.  He spoke with Mr. Frenia and was advised that recommendations were explored with the appropriate department heads. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
There being no further agenda business, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
Dale Keith from Grimes and Grimes Law Firm – Mr. Keith reported that he was at the meeting to discuss 146 Black Horse Pike in Haddon Township.  He discussed the two story red brick building on the Black Horse Pike in West Collingswood Heights owned by SCUCS.  He further reported that he met with the Tax Assessor because the property was left off the tax maps in the 1990s.  This was not an issue then because it was tax exempt.  Now the agency as moved from Haddon Township to the old Riviera Building in Audubon.  Mr. Keith informed the governing body that Mr. Blaskey is going to correct the tax map.  Now the problem is that during the years it was not on the tax map, that area was zoned for recreation.  The problem is in the middle of the recreation zone is a 10,000 square foot office building.  Mr. Keith is seeking the Township to amend the ordinance to have it put with other commercial buildings along Black Horse Pike.  Mr. Platt recommended this be turned over to Mr. Fusco, the Engineer and Planner.   Mr. Fusco will advise the Planning Board on Monday and then it will come to the Commissioners.  Mr. Keith requested a quick response since there are motivated buyers for the building and the property tax will generate revenue for the municipality.
Bob Rea, 136 Bellevue Avenue – Mr. Rea reported that he was at the Township Meeting around two months ago with multiple complaints.  He reiterated issues with the ball field, playground, dead trees, lighting as well as a parking issue.   He commented that all these issues still exist.  Mr. Stevenson responded that the bathrooms at the ball field have been painted and plumbing issues addressed.  The garage door was fixed and the Township will put new equipment in the playground but have to wait for the Bond Ordinance to be adopted which takes two regular meetings.   Mr. Rea responded that the Township used to come around with two dump trucks full of mulch and check to see if the equipment was there and that was it.  They don’t do that anymore. The Mayor pointed out to Mr. Rea that the equipment gets vandalized and gets unsafe and then we have to update it and the standards keep changing.  Mr. Rea further inquired as to the parties responsible for the lights and the trees. The lights work but the trees are blocking them.  The Mayor responded that the Township can trim the trees away from the lights and the trees are evaluated by the Shade Tree Commission and placed on a list in order of priority.  Mr. Rea asked the Chief about a parking issue in the Heights with one of the residents.  He believes that the gentleman is parked illegally.  The Chief informed Mr. Rea that the police have been out several times to check on this issue and haven’t found the gentleman to be in violation of the parking ordinance.  
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kendall thanks Mr. Rea for mentioning the playground etc. and also requests that those items be addressed.   Mr. Kendall requested that stone be put in the parking area near the walking/jogging track in West Collingswood Heights.  He states that the bus stop on Black Horse Pike has been moved and is a success and thanks everyone involved.  Mr. Kendall believes that a life may be saved in the future but we would never know.  Mr. Kendall commented about a letter in the Retrospect to the Editor as well as petitions being circulated regarding the Dydee/Fieldstone Site.  Mr. Kendall reported that he is disturbed by all the misinformation being circulated through the town regarding that topic and since many residents can’t come to the meetings that the governing body finds a way to reach out to the petitioners and provide them with information that has been provided at the Township meetings.  Mayor Teague responds that the Township has been very open at the meetings about what is going on with the lawsuit and the project.  The Township has even retained a Financial Advisor to review the financials.
There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:50 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
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