 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD JANUARY 27, 2015
 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, January 27, 2015, at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute.
Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:

Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present 
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, PE, Mark Cavallo, James Stevenson, Martin Blaskey, Lee Palo, and Kate Burns were also present.  
BARBARA PRINCE ALONG WITH MATT AND EVA MCCARTHY PRESENTED THE $35,000.00 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY SMALL GRANT FOR THE “ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER SOLAR PROJECT” TO THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS.   
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Caucus Meeting held on January 20, 2015 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.  
ORDINANCES:
The following ordinance was read by title
#1326 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY DISSOLVING HADDON TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT #2

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on February 24, 2015, in the Municipal Building, with all members affirmatively concurring.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.

RESOLUTIONS  
The following resolutions were approved by consent agenda, with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively 
concurring:
#2015-001 – Bill Resolution

#2015-002 – Administrative Authorization in Lieu of Vendor Certification

#2015-003 – Appointing Martin Blaskey as the Authorized Agent to Represent the Township for 

                      Tax Appeals

#2015-004 – CDBG Reps. and Alternate Reps for 2015

#2015-005 – Authorizing Purchases from State Contract Vendors

#2015-006 – Safe and Secure Grant Application

#2015-007 – Shared Service for Fire Marshall with Audubon Park

#2015-008 – Shared Service for Tax Collector/Registrar with Audubon Park

#2015-009 – Municipal Alliance Grant for July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016

#2015-010 – Refund OSE Duplicate Payment to Verizon

#2015-011 – Proclamation for Congenital Heart Defects Week

#2015-012 – Refund of W/S Overpayment

#2015-013 – Withdraw of Rear Stairwell Bid from Peter V. Pirozzi General Contractor

#2015-014 – Rejection of All Bids for Rear Stairwell Improvements

#2015-015 – Approval of Change Order No. 4-Final for Interior Office Improvements

#2015-016 – Approval of Change Order No. 2-Final for Replacement of Boiler

#2015-017 – Approval of Change Order No. 4 for the 2014 Street Improvement Program

#2015-018 – Approval of Change Order No. 8-Final for the 2013 Street Improvement Program

#2015-019 – WRCC LLC v. Township of Haddon Settlement Agreement

#2015-020 – Rite Aid Tax Appeal Settlement

#2015-021 – Authorizing an application to the LFB for Dissolution of HTFD#2

OTHER BUSINESS
The following items were presented and approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:
· Authorization to go out to bid for the following:

1. Road Improvements

2. Purchase of Various Vehicles for PW & W/S

3. Sanitary Sewer System Improvements

4. Water System Improvements

5. Storm Water Improvements

6. Municipal Building Improvements

7. Recreation Improvements

8. Chemicals

9. Water Meters

REPORTS:

The following reports for December 2014 were presented and ordered filed:

Revenue Report 

Budget Status Report 

Construction Official’s Report 

Tax Collector’s Report 
There being no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
Richard Smith, 10 Chestnut Avenue – Mr. Smith came to the meeting to discuss the parking/traffic issues on Chestnut Avenue.  Mayor Teague informed Mr. Smith that the governing body has not received the resolution with recommendations regarding parking from the Planning Board.   Mr. Smith inquired about the cars parking in the wrong direction on Chestnut and if anything can be done to prevent this from happening.  Chief Cavallo points out that the Police have sent out information on Social Media asking the residents to avoid parking in the wrong direction or the police will start issuing parking tickets.  
Mrs. Carol Sweeney, 9 Chestnut Avenue – Mrs. Sweeney believes the Jitney will create further parking issues; that people will drive to Haddon Avenue, park and then take the Jitney.  She recommends the governing body prepare a feasibility study for a municipal parking facility.   In her opinion, Albertson Village is going to cause a further issue with parking.  Mayor Teague informed Mrs. Sweeney that the idea of the Jitney was to transport people from one part of Haddon Avenue to another and is just speculation at this time.  She further reports that she can’t have family and friends visit due to the parking issues on Chestnut and that the value of her home is decreasing.  She said there has been mediocre talk about making Chestnut Avenue a one-way street.  She points out that side mirrors have been ripped off due to the street being so narrow; the street was not designed for volume of traffic or size of vehicles using the street.  The Mayor points out to Mrs. Sweeney that the street cannot be made one-way due to it being a main artery leading to the High School and Middle School.  
Mr. Joe Sweeney, 9 Chestnut Avenue – Mr. Sweeney came to the meeting to report that life on Chestnut Avenue is not desirable.  When he looks out his window, he sees traffic backed up in both directions; kids riding bicycles in the street which is dangerous for them.  He believes there are thousands of apartments going up on Albertson that will cause further parking nightmares.   Mayor Teague points out that there are only 84 Apartments being built at Albertson Village.  Mr. Sweeney is very frustrated with regard to parking/traffic issues for the residents on Chestnut Avenue.  He inquired about the possibility of a high-rise parking complex.  Mayor Teague responded that a high-rise parking facility costs millions of dollars and the Township doesn’t have the tax base to support that type of facility.  Mayor Teague further points out that the Municipality is looking to acquire a lot at the Westmont Theatre for parking and some other areas as well.  The Mayor reports that the redeveloper for the Westmont Theatre is close to signing an agreement with Planet Fitness.  The 80 spots at that location should suffice for the patrons of Planet Fitness.  Mayor Teague further points out that Planet Fitness will be a viable business that won’t be a restaurant or bar.  Mr. Sweeney believes the Jitney Service is a great idea.
John Sandone, 21 Reeve Avenue – Mr. Sandone reports that if you have a contracted service provider for the Jitney, that business would want the most money possible for the least amount of stops; therefore, this would cut down parking issues because there would be primary places where people will park and wait for the Jitney.  Mr. Sandone reports that since all the parking spots have been striped, it has alleviated the issues on court day.  Mr. Sandone reported that since Grace Baptist Church has been gifted to another group there has been a lot of activity at the site, involving planners and contractors.  There are ordinances and laws to preclude anything larger from being put on the lot then what was already there.  This is a residential neighborhood and the residents on Reeve would like it to stay a residential neighborhood.  Finally, Mr. Sandone discussed safety issues at the WaWa.  There are people entering the WaWa where the sign says “Do Not Enter”.  The right hand turn on Collingswood side near the WaWa should be eliminated due to safety issues.   Children ride their bikes and walk to school in that area and it is dangerous with the turning right on red.  All the Planning Board testimony that originally took place regarding the WaWa is wasted if people don’t obey the traffic rules set up for the WaWa.  Chief Cavallo responded that he would talk to Collingswood about checking into the possibility of eliminating the “Right on Red”.
 There being no further comments, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Mayor Teague that the meeting be adjourned at 7:45 PM with all members voting in the affirmative.
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