MINUTES OF A CAUCUS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD ON DECEMBER 15, 2015,

 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A caucus meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place and agenda.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, Jim Stevenson, Lee Palo, Martin Blaskey, Kate Burns and Betty Band were present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting and the Closed Meeting held on November 24, 2015 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.   
ORDINANCES: (For consideration December 22, 2015) 

#1348 – Repealing & Replacing Chapter 154 entitled, “Mercantile Licenses”








(2nd Reading/Public Hearing))

#1349 – Amending, Revising & Supplementing Chapter 142, entitled “Land Use & 

              Development”
                                                                                                     (2nd Reading/Public Hearing)
#1350 – Amending, Revising & Supplementing Chapter 90, entitled “Business Improvements 

              Districts”




(2nd Reading/Public Hearing))
#1351 – Authorizing & Approving a Financial Agreement with Westmont Urban Renewal, LLC








(2nd Reading/Public Hearing)
RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL THIS EVENING:
The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:
#2015-212 – Governor’s Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Fiscal Grant July 2014-
                      June 2019
RESOLUTIONS (for consideration December 22, 2015)

· Bill Resolution

OTHER BUSINESS (for consideration December 22, 2015)
· Authorizing the Township Clerk to advertise meeting dates for 2016 for various Boards and Commissions

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Greg Fusco reviewed the Engineer’s Report for December 15, 2015.  

Public Works, Water/Sewer Department:  Mr. Stevenson reported that there was a water main issue on New Jersey Avenue and Public Works will be doing a wet tap and putting a new water main down the street.  He further reported that with the warm weather and continued spring clean up, leaf season will be extending a week or two depending on the weather.
Tax Assessor:  Mr. Blaskey reported that the Tax Assessor’s Office is continuing to work on the 2016 book.  They are also working on doing an audit on abatements and getting numbers finalized on abatements going on this year.  Mr. Blaskey also reported the Tax Assessor’s Office is inspecting demolition of properties that might have changed for the beginning of the year.
BID/Town Events:  Ms. Burns reported that she continues working with the toy and food drive and the collection ends this Friday.  She further reported that Haddon Township as well as the Haddon Township employees have been wonderful with helping these families.  Ms. Burns informed the governing body that they are finishing up printing the 2016 calendar and they will be in the mail before the end of the year.
Compliance Officer:  Mrs. Band reported this week is the final clean up of vacant properties.  She also stated that it went well this year using an outside company which took some of the pressure off Public Works.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· Appointment of Various Professional Services

· Appointment to Various Boards and Commissions

· Award Government Banking

· Appointment of Municipal Coordinator on Aging

· Budget Appropriation Transfers

· Appt. of Treasurer, Licensing Clerk, Public Agency Compliance Officer and Municipal Improvement Search Clerk

· 2016 Temporary Budget and W/S Operating Budget

· 2016 B.I.D. Temporary Budget

· Appointment of Laura Donahue as the Court Administrator

· Reimbursement for Home Inspection Fee

· Waiver of Business Licensee Application Fee for Just Vape
GENERAL DISCUSSION

There being no further agenda business, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
John Kendall, 120 Washington Avenue –  Mr. Kendall reported that he did a recount on abandoned homes in West Collingswood Height and there are 12.  He commented that  the State Laws are lousy on turning these homes over.  The banks can give people every chance and there is still something like a three year waiting period.  Mayor Teague responded that New Jersey is one of the slowest states and it could actually be anywhere from 4 to 5 years.  Mr. Kendall suggested that the governing body approve a resolution and send it to the state legislatures since he feels this really hurts the town and people are probably not returning to these homes and they are left vacant.  Commissioner Dougherty responded that the three Commissioners are not going to make any in-roads and in some cases it takes 6 years and he doesn’t feel comfortable making a resolution questioning federal law and feels it will jeopardize the Municipality.  Commissioner Dougherty recommended that Mr. Kendall call a bank and call local realtors that will list short sales and get the process moving and that will be more effective then the three Commissioners sending something to Trenton.  Mayor Teague points out that there is a lot that goes into the reason those houses are sitting there.  There is more than one entity involved.  Mayor Teague believes there is an attempt and effort to resolve this issue.  Mayor Teague further points out that once the property values increase and more equity builds in the properties then you will see more movement in the properties and banks will be more motivated.   Mr. Kendall reported that the new owners of the Old Sen Han Property have sidewalk missing in front of their property and he states that when it rains it fills up and you can’t tell there is a hole there.  Mr. Kendall recommended that the Township inform the property owner.  Mayor Teague responded that Ms. Band is the compliance officer and she will take care of this issue.   Mr. Kendall thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for the bathrooms at the West Collingswood Heights Field and asked if there would be a concession stand.  Mr. Stevenon responded that there is a storage room and bathroom.  Mr. Kendall reported that he and Ms. Burns were discussing Channel 19.  He stated that Ms. Burns told him it was a lot of work and it takes a long time to program the equipment.  Mr. Kendall informs everyone that he will see if the School Board has any interest if the Township does not.  Mayor Teague responded that the Township does not have the manpower and it would require someone to volunteer to take it over.  Mr. Kendall wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Tom Herishko, 211 E. Collingswood Avenue –  Mr. Herishko reported that sometime ago he expressed a concern about trees bordering his home.  He reported that he called the Shade Tree Commission and never received a response and some of those trees’ branches are hitting his house and his deck.  Mayor Teague responded that he will reach out to the Shade Tree Commission and let them know they never got back to you.  Mayor Teague further pointed out that the Shade Tree Commission has to go out before the Township can do anything with trees on Township property.  The Shade Tree has to evaluate them and make recommendations.   Mayor Teague also informed Mr. Herishko that the Shade Tree has public meetings if he would like to attend.  Mr. Herishko reported that there is a hill near his home that he would like to volunteer to clean up since it serves as a collection spot for beer cans and when the shrubs start to grow it is a hidden spot. 
There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:17 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
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