MINUTES OF A CAUCUS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD ON OCTOBER 20, 2015,

 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
[image: image1.wmf]
A caucus meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place and agenda.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Stuart Platt, Esq., Greg Fusco, Jim Stevenson, Mark Cavallo, Lee Palo, Martin Blaskey, Mike DePalma, Kate Burns and Betty Band were present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 22, 2015 be approved, with all members voting in the affirmative.   
PUBLIC HEARING ON RENEWAL OF COMCAST CABLE FRANCHISE IN HADDON TOWNSHIP

Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the public hearing be opened on Renewal of Comcast Cable Franchise in Haddon Township, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members affirmatively concurring.

Fred DeAndrea, Director of Government & Regulatory Affairs for Comcast in New Jersey.  Mr. DeAndrea reports that this Franchise Agreement is Comcast’s Right of Way Agreement and that tonight’s hearing is on Comcast’s application.  Mr. DeAndrea points out that no action is required tonight; it is just an opportunity to hear from the public on Comcast’s performance.  Mr. DeAndrea provided information on the services currently being offered by Comcast.
There being no comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty to close the public hearing on Renewal of Comcast Cable Franchise in Haddon Township, with all members affirmatively concurring.
ORDINANCES: (For consideration October 27, 2015) 

#1345 – Bond Ordinance for Certain Improvements to the Westmont Theatre









2nd Reading/Public Hearing

#1346 – Amending, Revising and Supplementing Chapter 122 entitled “Fire Prevention”









2nd Reading/Public Hearing

#1347 - Vacating any and all Public Rights to a Portion of the Paper Street Known as Cold 
              Spring Avenue Contiguous to Block 7.06, Lot 1 on the Tax Map of the Township of Haddon 

              






2nd Reading/Public Hearing
RESOLUTIONS (for consideration October 27, 2015)

· Bill Resolution

OTHER BUSINESS (for consideration October 27, 2015)

· Cancellation of the November 17, 2015 Caucus Meeting

· Raffle License #19-2015 & #20-2015 for St. Joseph the Worker Parish

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:

#2015-183 – Authorizing Township Solicitor to Represent and Defend the Interests of 
                     Haddon Township in Pending Litigation 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Greg Fusco reviewed the Engineer’s Report for October 20, 2015.  

Public Works, Water/Sewer Department:  Mr. Stevenson reported that the water main on New Jersey Avenue has to be capped off and a fire hydrant has to be installed due to a conflict between the water main and some of the storm drain.  Mr. Stevenson further reported that the fabric salt storage building was shipped today and should arrive next week.  Mr. Stevenson also reported that new pumps will be installed at the Cuthbert Road pump station and that leaf season has started.  
Tax Assessor:  Mr. Blaskey reported that the Tax Assessor’s office is working on the 2016 Tax Book; putting in new subdivisions and any changes in value. 
BID/Town Events:  Ms. Burns reported that Sunday, October 25, 2015 is Haddon Township’s 150th Celebration Music Festival.  The Festival will be held between the hours of 1 PM to 10 PM as well as the two stages featuring live music.  She further reported that there would be a ferris wheel, beer garden, food, games, a D.J. and much more.  Ms. Burns also reported that Mr. Kevin Reardon will be doing an article on the Festival for the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Compliance Officer:  Mrs. Band reported that there will probably be one more grass cutting for the abandoned properties.  The funds that are left will probably be used to maintain the properties during winter if the weather is bad.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· Proclamation for Martha Homes Retirement from over 40 years of being a Crossing Guard

· Best Practices Inventory 2015/2016

· Fair and Open Process for Various Professional Services

· Refund Permit Fees to Alber Services 

· Refund Bingo License Fee to James Stoy School PTA

· Repealing and Replacing Chapter 154 “Mercantile Licenses” and Amending Chapter 111 “Fees”
· Refund Escrow Fees to AT&T Mobility & Subsidiaries
· Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

· Refund 2015 Pool Membership to Mrs. Lisa Albro

GENERAL DISCUSSION

There being no further agenda business, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
Jennifer Scirrotto, 12 Howell Avenue – Mrs. Scirrotto reported she lives across the street from the Grease Monkey which is on the Black Horse Pike.  She stated that in 2008, Grease Monkey was zoned to put up a shed.  Mrs. Scirrotto reported that she expressed concern at that time because the structure was not a shed but a two car garage.  Mrs. Scirrotto stated that the shed has been used for many things including oil changes.  Some of the issues that Mrs. Scirrotto has experienced has been revving of engines, since recently they started working on race cars and fumes being dispersed through the neighborhood.  She further reported that when they try and address issues with Grease Monkey they become belligerent and recently, an employee of Grease Monkey put their leaves on the curb in front of her home.  She wants to know why it is taking so long to get resolution with this issue.  Mayor Teague responded that we will get the Township Solicitor and the Zoning Officer, as well as the Construction Official to review the file and then we can come up with a game plan.  
There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.
There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:25 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
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