MINUTES OF A CAUCUS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, HELD ON JULY 16, 2013,

 IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 7:00 PM.
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A caucus meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon was convened in the Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, NJ on Tuesday, July 16, 2013 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Teague requested all stand for the flag salute

Mayor Teague announced that Chapter 231, Public Law 1975 requires adequate notice of this meeting be provided specifying time, place and agenda.  This was done by placing Annual Notice in the Courier-Post and Retrospect Newspapers and by posting on two bulletin boards in the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Present
                               

Commissioner Foley


Present
                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Present
Eric Riso, Esq., Greg Fusco, P.E., Jim Stevenson, Mark Cavallo, Martin Blaskey, Lee Palo, Sean Gooley, Betty Band and Kate Burns were present.  
Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Mayor Teague that the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 25, 2013 be approved, with both members voting in the affirmative. 

ORDINANCES (for consideration July 23, 2013)

2ND READING/PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE FOLLOWING:

#1308 – Authorizing the Acquisition of Capital Equipment for the Dept. of Public Safety

#1309 – General Capital Bond Ordinance for 2013



#1310 – Bond Ordinance for Water/Sewer Improvements 2013

#1311 – Police Hiring Ordinance


Amendment to the 2013 Municipal Budget and W/S Operating Budget
ORDINANCES 
At the request of the Mayor, the Clerk read the following Ordinance by title:
#1313 – AMENDING CHAPTER 189 ENTITLED “RENT CONTROL”


Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the aforementioned ordinance introduced at this time be approved on the first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until the public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof which will be on August 20, 2013, in the Municipal Building.  The Clerk was further directed to publish said ordinance together with the notice of such hearing in the manner required by law in the Retrospect Newspaper and also to post copies on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building prior to the second reading and make copies available to the general public of the Township who shall request same.

ROLL CALL:
Mayor Teague


Aye

                               

Commissioner Foley


Aye

                               

Commissioner Dougherty

Aye
RESOLUTIONS (for consideration July 23, 2013)
#2013-117 - Bill Resolution

#2013-118 - Authorizing the Tax/Utility Collector to Process Posting Corrections and 
                     Various Other Adjustments and Deductions

OTHER BUSINESS: (For consideration July 23, 2013)

· Raffle License #RA09-2013 Arthritis Foundation
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Greg Fusco, PE reviewed the Engineer’s Report for July 16, 2013.  

Public Works, Water/Sewer Department: - Mr. Stevenson reported a setback on Toledo Avenue and Public Works is waiting for a sleeve, that was shipped out on Monday, so that they can repair the problem.  With the Capital Bond Ordinance being adopted next week, Greg has finished most intersection and the Township is ready to go out to bid next month.  Road crews are doing potholes and concrete work.  The next street to have the concrete repaired is Elgin Avenue.
Tax Assessor:  Mr. Blaskey reported that the Tax Assessor’s Office continues to work on added assessments.
Compliance Officer:  Ms. Band reported that her report was pretty much the same as the previous month.  This month the Compliance Office has identified 4 of the banks that are responsible for 4 of the abandoned properties and therefore they have been removed from the cutting list.  She reported that approximately 20 letters were sent out over the last month for property maintenance.
BID/Town Events:  Ms. Burns reported that summer movie night is planned for July 24th which is resident’s choice. In regard to BID, Township restaurants will be participating in Farm-to-Fork with South Jersey Hot Chefs.  Keg and Kitchen is purchasing vegetables from the Haddon Township Gardeners.  July 27th and 28th is the Suburban Swim Championship at Crystal Lake Pool.  
Commissioner Foley reported that he received an e-mail from Walt Eife wherein the Township was asked to provide an Indemnification for the Sentry Office Plaza on Haddon Avenue because the swim team has asked for permission to park there.  Sentry Office Plaza has agreed to this request as long as the Township provides an Indemnification and Hold Harmless Agreement.  The governing body has agreed that this should be prepared for the July 23rd Commissioners’ Meeting.
Ms. Burns further reported that the Westmont Farmers Market is doing well.  At the End of the month, the Ritz Theatre will be performing show tunes from their shows including Xanadu.   Tony’s Run will be on August 28th at the Tap Room Bar and Grill.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· Refund Learn to Swim 
· Sustainable Jersey Grant Application
· Refund Sidewalk Inspection Fee
· Introduction of 2013 Salary Ordinance – Township Clerk reports that the Electrical Sub code Official’s Salary should be increased by $4,000.00
· Refund Electrical Permit Fee
· HTAA Request for Assistance for Upgrades to Crystal Lake Soccer Field – Mayor Teague reported HTAA wanted to upgrade Crystal Lake Field so they went out and obtained bids for the work that needed to be done.  The total cost is $27,392.58 and HTAA is short on their budget by $9,417.00.  HTAA asked if the Township can contribute this amount.  The Mayor and Commissioners agree that the Township can cover the amount of the shortage.
· The Mayor produced sketches of signs that will be placed at Crystal Lake Pool at Crystal Lake Avenue and Park.
GENERAL DISCUSSION

There being no further agenda business, Commissioner Foley moved to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

Larry Gasparone, 201 Penn Avenue – Mr. Gasparone thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for consideration of the introduction of the new rent control ordinance.  Mr. Gasparone went on to thank Chairwoman Alma Zwick, Mike Verdi, CherylLynn Walters, Rent Control Solicitor and Bonnie Richards, Board secretary.

Dan Olivieri, Knights of Columbus – Mr. Olivieri asked if there had been any decision regarding the issue with the sewer back ups at the Knights of Columbus Building on Crystal Lake Avenue.  Mayor Teague reported that he will be meeting with two executive directors of HTAA and he will bring up the sign issue.  Mr. Stevenson reported that the Township will be cutting the cast iron of the protruding lateral which should help alleviate the issue with the sewer back ups.
There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Foley made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative.

The following resolution was approved with a motion by Commissioner Foley, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty, with all members voting in the affirmative:

Resolution #2013-119 – CLOSED SESSION RE:  WILLIAM PARK VS. TOWNSHIP OF HADDON

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Foley moved, seconded by Commissioner Dougherty that the meeting be adjourned at 7:42 PM, with all members voting in the affirmative.
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