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ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON, COUNTY OF CAMDEN

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING, REVISING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 79 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF HADDON, ENTITLED “ANIMALS” 
WHEREAS, the Township of Haddon (“Township”) is a municipal entity organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey and located in Camden County; and 
WHEREAS,
in 2015 the Township enacted a pilot program to permit residents to house, keep and/or maintain backyard chickens in accordance with certain requirements; and
WHEREAS, the pilot program was established for a period of one year beginning October 1, 2015 and terminating October 1, 2016; and
WHEREAS, the pilot program has been successful in meeting its goals and there have been no complaints regarding the keeping f backyard chickens within the scope of the pilot program; and
WHEREAS, in light of the above, the Governing Body of the Township of Haddon deems it in the best interests of the taxpayers and residents of the Township to extend the pilot program for another year; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the Governing Body is authorized to enact and amend ordinances as deemed necessary for the preservation of the public health, safety and welfare and as may be necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed upon the Township by law; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon, County of Camden, and State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1:
Chapter 79 of the Code of the Township of Haddon, entitled "Animals," Article II, entitled "Backyard Chicken Pilot Program," is hereby amended, supplemented and revised as follows:
Article II – Backyard Chicken Pilot Program
§79-3.  Chickens Permitted; Pilot Program.


The pilot program for the keeping of backyard chickens which was established by ordinance to become effective October 1, 2015 and expire on October 1, 2016 is extended as provided for herein.  Keeping of backyard chickens shall be permitted in the Township of Haddon subject to the rules and regulations as specified in this Article.  The pilot program shall continue for a period of one (1) year from the original termination date thereof and shall terminate on October 1, 2017 at 12:01 a.m., unless the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Haddon act to continue same prior to that date.  In the event the Board of Commissioners does not act to continue the program prior to the termination date, all persons with backyard chickens shall have until their permits expire on December 31, 2017, to remove all backyard chickens from their premises.
§79-4.  [NO CHANGE]
§79-5.  [NO CHANGE]
§79-6.  [NO CHANGE]
§79-7.  Creation of “Chicken Advisory Board;” complaints.

A.
A Chicken Advisory Board consisting of five (5) members of the community shall be formed.  The Chair will be appointed to a one (1) year term by the Mayor.  The Chair will select the other four (4) members, with approval of the Governing Body, who will also serve for one (1) year terms.  Besides the Chair, of the remaining members, one will be appointed Vice-Chair and the other, Secretary of the Board.  The Board may appoint three (3) alternates, subject to approval of the Governing Body, who shall sit and/or act in the absence of a member of the Board except the Chair for which an alternate may not sit or act.  The Board shall meet on a regular basis and keep minutes which shall be submitted along with quarterly reports to the Governing Body via the Township Commissioner selected as liaison to the Chicken Advisory Board.  These reports will include any activities of the Board, as well as any complaints from residents concerning backyard chickens and the resolution, if any, of those complaints.  

B.
[NO CHANGE]
SECTION 2:   Except as set forth in Section 1 above, the balance of Chapter 79 shall not be affected by this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:   All Ordinances contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are inconsistent herewith.
SECTION 4:   If the provisions of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such order of judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance.       

SECTION 5.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication according to law.






THE TOWNSHIP OF HADDON






BY:  





          





   
       RANDALL W. TEAGUE, MAYOR 









BY: 





          





       
      JOHN C. FOLEY, COMMISSIONER

BY:







      PAUL C. DOUGHERTY, COMMISSIONER
Adopted:  October 25, 2016
ATTEST:

DAWN M. PENNOCK, RMC - TOWNSHIP CLERK

The foregoing Ordinance was introduced by the Mayor and Commissioners at the regular meeting held on September 27, 2016.  This Ordinance will be considered for adoption on final reading and public hearing to be held on October 25, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room, Haddon Township Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, New Jersey.
The purpose of this Ordinance is to extend the term of the Backyard Chicken Pilot Program for a period of one year and to provide for the appointment of alternate members of the Chicken Advisory Board.  A copy of this Ordinance is available at no charge to the general public between the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday (Legal Holidays excluded), at the Office of the Township Clerk, Haddon Township Municipal Building, 135 Haddon Avenue, Westmont, New Jersey. 
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